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By Vicky Mishcon
Andover School Board

The Andover School Board is rec-
ommending a project for the Andover 
Elementary/Middle School that will: 

• upgrade roof  systems
• upgrade the electrical system, ex-

cept in the 1934 building
• upgrade communication systems
• remove asbestos
• add a new gym/cafeteria/kitchen
• provide new space for educational 

programs and for storage
The School Board relied heavily on the 

priorities determined by the Community 
Task Force for this project. The Board 
found, however, that it was not fi nancially 
feasible, at this time, for major renova-
tions to occur in the 1934 building.
Background

In the winter of 2004, members of 
the Andover community came togeth-
er to establish a Long Range Plan for 
Andover Elementary/ Middle School. 
One of the goals was to develop a fa-
cility and grounds plan with estimated 
costs and timelines. Voters at the 2005 
and 2006 Andover School District 
Meetings authorized $5,000 to fund a 

By Kate Davidson
Concord Monitor staff
Condensed with permission from the 
Concord Monitor

Virginia Cretella Mars has never 
met Jerry Hersey or visited his Andover 
farm. In fact, she isn’t even from New 
Hampshire.

When her family contacted the Aus-
bon Sargent Land Preservation Trust 
and said the Virginia Cretella Mars 
Foundation wanted to donate $45,000 
to preserve the Hersey farm, it caught 
many involved in the project completely 
off guard.

But closer to her home in McLean, Vir-
ginia, Mars is a name fi rst associated with 
candy, and second, with philanthropy.

The gift will allow several conserva-
tion groups to move forward with plans 

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

It’s time once again for the commu-
nity to show its fi nancial support for 
The Andover Beacon. The Beacon is 
published by Community Publishing of 
Andover, Inc., a New Hampshire non-
profi t corporation that relies on voluntary 
donations for about a 
third of the Beacon’s an-
nual operating expenses.

Other than a small 
salary for me and com-
missions for our ad 
salespeople, the Beacon 
is produced entirely by 
volunteers. But it still 
takes a budget of about 
$36,000 a year to bring 
the Beacon to every mailbox in Andover 
every month at no charge.

About two-thirds of our budget is 
covered by the approximately 90 adver-
tisers you see in the Beacon every month. 
(Now would be a great time to remind 
you of an important formula: No Adver-
tisers = No Beacon! Please be sure to 
patronize the businesses that advertise in 
our community newspaper, and be sure 
to let them know that you appreciate their 
supporting the Beacon with their ads.)

That leaves a full third of our annual 
budget that has to come from somewhere 
other than ads. Some comes from out-of-
town subscribers and gift subscriptions, 

but most has to come as voluntary do-
nations from the residents of Andover. 
Here’s another important formula to re-
member: No Donations = No Beacon.

Last year, we had donations from 
fewer than 250 residents. While we 
greatly appreciate that support, we feel 
we can do better. Personally, I think the 

community wants to 
do better. And now’s 
the chance.

This year we’ve set 
a goal of 275 volun-
tary donations from 
Andover residents by 
February 28. Because in 
years past we’ve started 
our annual fundraising 
in the fall, we’re count-

ing toward our February goal the dona-
tions we received last fall, so we’ve already 
tallied 52 members toward our goal of 275. 
But there’s still a long way to go.

Please! I know you’ve been mean-
ing to “get a round tuit” and show your 
fi nancial support for the Beacon. Well 
now is defi nitely the time to act on that 
generous impulse. 

We’ve inserted a reply envelope in 
this issue to make it super easy for you, 
or use the membership form on page 
three. But whatever you do, make today 
the day you “get a round tuit” and show 
your support for our community news-
paper, The Andover Beacon.

Get A Round Tuit!

BEACON KICKS OFF 2007 
FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

$3.6M Bond Proposed 
For AE/MS Updates

school facility and program needs as-
sessment and $15,000 to fund an archi-
tectural and engineering study.

During the fall of 2006, a commu-
nity task force was formed to analyze 
the data collected from the studies and 
come up with a list of priorities for the 
School Board to use in the development 
of a facilities plan. The Board’s pro-
posed expansion and renovation project 
is the result of this work. The proposed 
project addresses a number of impor-
tant needs, as explained in the follow-
ing section. 

See page fi ve for an extensive ques-
tion-and-answer session on the details 
of the bond, the project, and the ap-
proval process.
Roof System

The hip roof on the 1934 section has 
been structurally repaired to meet cur-
rent BOCA building codes. The repairs 
were completed over Veteran’s Day 
weekend and were paid for from this 
year’s maintenance budget.

The roof still leaks and will require 
further work, including installation of a 
water and ice shield and replacement of 

See Bond  on page 4

By Heather Hill, RN
AE/MS School Nurse/Health Educator

Winter is here, and so is cold and fl u sea-
son. Good hand washing is one of the best 
ways to prevent the spread of germs. Keep 
yourself and others healthy this season! Re-
member these simple hand-washing cues:

Handling food
After coughing
Near someone that is sick
Dealing with money

Remember: HANDWASHing!
When using the bathroom
After sneezing
Shaking hands
Handling doorknobs
In public places
Nose, eyes, or mouth contact
Going past a sink
Also be sure to get plenty of rest, 

choose fruits and vegetables, exercise 
each day, and – very important! – stay 
home if you do become ill.

Among the kids enjoying the Andover Service Club’s annual festivities 
leading up to the lighting of the town Christmas tree were (l-r) Betsy 
Abrahamson, Chelsea Thompson, Cope Makechnie, Katelyn Barton, and 
Scout Armstrong. Photo: Bob Bussey

Hersey Alliance Reaches Goal
to preserve the Hersey farm from devel-
opment by purchasing [a conservation 
easement on the land]. Mars’s donation 
helped the groups reach their goal of 
nearly $100,000 in private donations 
and wrapped up a year of planning, ap-
plying for grants and fundraising for 
the project.

Once married to the heir to the $10 
billion Mars candy fortune, Virginia 
Cretella Mars has spent much of her 
life promoting wildlife preservation, 
education, and music. For years, she va-
cationed in New Hampshire near Lake 
Sunapee and took an interest in projects 
to conserve land there, her family told 
Debbie Stanley.

Stanley, director of the Ausbon Sar-
gent Land Preservation Trust, said a 

See Hersey  on page 12
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BECOME A BEACON MEMBER!

 Your Name ______________________________
 Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

 Other Name ______________________________
 Other Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

Seasonal: which months are you at the “other” address?
____________________________________________

Here’s my member donation of $_________ for (check one):

□ Local   □ Seasonal ($25 min)   □ Out of Town ($25 min)   □ Gift Subscr. ($25 min)

Andover Beacon • PO Box 149 • Andover NH 03216 • Thank you!

Beacon Bits

Next Month’s Beacon…
…should be in mailboxes on Friday, 
February 2. Please get all ads, arti-
cles, etc. to us by Mon., Jan. 15Mon., Jan. 15 at the 
latest. And earlier is always better!earlier is always better!

BEACON MEMBERS WIN!
Each month the Beacon holds a random drawing among its members to 

give away valuable prizes provided by area businesses. Become a member for 
a year, support the Beacon, and join the fun! This month’s winners are:

Andover Pizza Chef Large 2-Topping Pizza Kandy & Rick Dukette
Andover Service Club Cookbook Candi & Lenny Spaulding
Blackwater Junct. Rest. Gift Certifi cate Joy & David Langtry
East Andover Marketplace Gift Certifi cate Betsy Paine & Mike Henriques
Forest Cone & Evergreen Yankee Candle Sandra & John Graves
Jake’s Market and Deli Gift Certifi cate Dutch & Betty Morse
Judy Evans Handknit Scarf Jerry Hersey
Kearsarge Magazine 1-Year Subscription Annette Bashaw
MacKenna’s Restaurant Gift Certifi cate Wallace Scott
Mary Kay - Laura Condon Gift Certifi cate Lisa Hanscom
New Horizons Hairstylists Hair Care Products Gretchen Hildebrand

Winners – contact the Beacon at 735-5331 to collect your prize.Winners – contact the Beacon at 735-5331 to collect your prize.
Prizes not redeemable for cash.

The Andover Beacon is published monthly by Community Publishing of Andover, Inc., a 
New Hampshire non-profi t corporation. Board of Directors: Steve Darling, Judy Evans, 
Nan Kaplan, John Kinney, Chuck Will.
The Beacon is mailed free to all Andover addresses. We ask for a minimum $25 annual 
donation from out-of-town or seasonal subscribers who would like the paper mailed to them. 
We depend on donations from the community for a large part of our operating budget.
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Writing, Editing, & Proofreading: Nan 
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Letters To The Beacon
A while back, we were rushing here 

and there with errands. I had slipped 
my bank deposit (mostly cash) into one of 
those reply envelopes from a magazine to 
hold it until I got to the bank.

The envelope, unsealed, was mis-
takenly dropped into the mail slot at the 
New London Post Offi ce along with the 
other bills being mailed. I returned home 
before realizing what had happened.

I drove to the Andover Post Offi ce 
around 3 PM and explained the situa-
tion to Postmaster James Cooper. He 
called the New London Post Offi ce 
only to fi nd that the mail was already 
enroute to Manchester. He then called 
the Manchester Post Offi ce and ap-
prised them of my story. When he hung 
up, I felt a hole in my stomach.

However, the next day when my mail 
was delivered, it contained a US Gov-
ernment envelope addressed to me, and 
inside was my envelope with the entire 
deposit intact, down to the penny!

As complex and burdensome as laws 
and regulations are with which our pub-
lic employees work, it’s amazing that 
anything gets accomplished, let alone 
something as remarkable as this. Thank 
you, Postmaster Cooper.

And while I am at it, I would like 
to acknowledge the many other fed-
eral, state, and municipal employees 
who make Andover such a reasonable 
and sane place to live, compared to the 
world outside.

Kenneth Reid

A heartfelt thank-you for cards sent 
to Gloria Granger and prayers dur-

ing her illness. Also to the Andover Con-
gregational Church, friends and neigh-
bors, and the Andover Rescue Squad.

Gloria will be greatly missed.
God bless you all,
Jane M. Walker

A heartfelt thank-you to our friends 
and neighbors for prayers, cards, 

and food. Also to the Andover Rescue 
Squad, East Andover Fire Department, 
Andover Congregational Church, Pas-

tor John Wagner, and Lake Sunapee 
VNA Hospice during our recent loss.

God bless you all,
Jane, Wanda, Bill and Rene
The family of William “Ted” Walker

There has been considerable contro-
versy lately concerning the impo-

sition of a so-called “view tax” on real 
estate. Assessing companies have taken 
the initiative (with the compliance of 
town fathers) to separate one taxable 
item (view) based upon the assessor’s 
estimation of how the “view” impacts 
the value of the property. The effect of 
the “view” on the value of the property 
is so subjective it must be confi rmed in 
the marketplace.

The situation becomes more prob-
lematic when larger tracts of land are 
being assigned a “view” component 
by the assessor with apparently little if 
any direct correlation with the market 
values of the properties when they are 
developed. In examples of which I have 
become aware the “views” often only 
become apparent with considerable re-
moval of trees and offending landscape. 
Again each lot carved from a “high 
view” tract must be confi rmed in the 

marketplace.
The “view” factor is but one of many 

that routinely go into determining the 
market value of a piece of property. Why 
is just “view” highlighted? In addition the 
view factor is, of course, not a constant 
and will change with the development 
of surrounding properties. For proper-
ties that over time become surrounded 
by urban development, a “view” com-
ponent in the tax bill is clearly inappro-
priate. Normally assessed properties, of 
course, would pass through these market 
changes without a hitch.

The successful development of prop-
erty is a risk-taking enterprise. The risk 
takers in a free society have their role 
and the government has its. It is not the 
role of government to forecast the future 
value of property. A new tax based on 
“view” will have two possible effects, 
both of questionable value. The “view” 
tax will so infl ate the value of the prop-
erty that (1) the owner may be forced to 
sell and (2) the buyer may now fi nd the 
property too risky to develop.

It’s a diffi cult enough job for a govern-
ment to fairly assess the properties within 
its boundaries. Let’s not complicate it!

Paul Fopiano

Happy New Year! I hope you and 
your family had a wonderful holiday 
season, and that 2007 will be a healthy, 
prosperous year for you and yours.
Support The Beacon In 2007

Delivering the Beacon to every 
household in Andover at no charge ev-
ery month is a risky business. The risk 
is that you’ll think the Beacon is free 
– and that’s far from the truth!

It costs about $3,000 a month (and 
many, many hours of volunteer labor) 
for the Beacon to arrive in mailboxes, 
and advertisers cover only a portion of 
that expense. The rest has to come from 
out-of-town subscriptions and voluntary 
donations from Andover residents.

So if you enjoy the Beacon or feel 
it plays an important role in keeping 
Andover a great place to live, please use 
the membership form on page two or the 
reply envelope inserted in this issue to do 
your part to keep the Beacon coming. 

Our goal is to have 275 households 
show their support. Since last September, 
we’ve heard from 52. If you’re not one of 
those, please “get a round tuit” today!
Articles Not To Miss

I’m not in the habit of telling our 
readers what to read, but may I point 
you to two must-read parts of this 
month’s Beacon? 

The information about the school 
bond (starting on page one) is very 
important. And hiding under the in-
nocuous headline “Master Plan Update 
Committee” on page eight you’ll fi nd 
some rather shocking information.

No matter how you feel about gov-
ernment and taxes in general, these two 
topics present serious challenges for our 
community. Please be sure you’re well-
informed in these areas, and help your 
fi iends and neighbors do the same.
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THE BEACON NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT IN 2007!THE BEACON NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT IN 2007!
Every month the Beacon arrives FREE in each of Andover’s 1,150 households.

Last year, only 244 of those households supported the Beacon with a donation. 

Our goal this year is to have 275 Andover households275 Andover households make a 
voluntary donation of any amount they choose.

Please! Show your support of the Beacon with a donation!
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HELP THE BEACON IN 2007

 Your Name ______________________________
 Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

 Other Name ______________________________
 Other Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

Seasonal: which months are you at the “other” address?
____________________________________________

Here’s my donation of $_________ for (check one):

□ Local   □ Seasonal ($25 min)   □ Out of Town ($25 min)   □ Gift Subscr. ($25 min)

Are there 
275275 households 

in Andover 
that value the Beacon? 

Please help us 
reach our goal!

Households donating 
so far* to help support 
the Beacon in 2007: 

5252
*since September 2006

275     —

250     —

225     —

200     —

175     —

150     —

125     —

100     —

75     —

    50         —

 25    —
Andover Beacon • PO Box 149 • Andover NH 03216 • Thank you!

CORRECTIONS
We didn’t get last month’s story 

about Ben LaPlante, the winner of the 
Hersey Family Farm Alliance’s raffl e 
of Lisa Jelleme-Miller’s painting, quite 
right. We had a nice e-mail from Rita 
Norander setting the record straight. 
Rita writes:

“My brother, Ben LaPlante, lives 
in Franklin, and it is his son, Joe, who 
lives in Northfi eld. Joe bought the tick-
ets, and put his Dad’s name on them, 
which was certainly nice of Joe!

“You said that Ben was a descendent 
of a ‘long-ago’ Hersey, which makes 
it sound as if he is a very distant rela-
tive of the Herseys . In reality, Ben’s 
mother was a Hersey (Dorothy Hersey 
LaPlante), and she was the sister of 
James Hersey, Sr. Thus Ben is Jerry’s 
fi rst cousin.”

Thanks, Rita. We apologize for the 
confusion.

•
We omitted Donovan Freeman from 

the list of Andover residents who sing 
in the Pemigewasset Choral Society. 
We apologize for the omission.

•
We omitted the following from the 

Wish Lists that appeared last month: 
The Andover Town Hall meeting room 
needs a 19” or 20” television for show-
ing videos during committee meetings. 
If you can help, call Mark Stetson at 
735-5332.

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

With Town Meeting coming up in 
March, it’s time to think about who’s going 
to fi ll all the positions in town government 
that keep the wheels turning smoothly. 
The following is a run-down of what of-
fi ces will be on the ballot in March, and 
what the incumbents may be planning.
Town Offi cers

Selectman for Three Years – Dennis 
Fenton is the incumbent and has indi-
cated his intention to run.

Town Clerk and Tax Collector for 
Three Years – Lorraine Locke is the in-
cumbent and has indicated that she will 
be retiring. Marj Roy, Deputy Town 
Clerk and Tax Collector, has indicated 
her intention to run.

Budget Committee for Three Years 
(2 positions) – Jeff Newcomb and Bill 
Keyser are the incumbents. Bill has in-
dicated his intention to run.

Library Trustee for Three Years (2 
positions) – Sandra Graves and Cheryl 
Blessing are the incumbents. Sandra has 
indicated her intention to run, and Cheryl 
has indicated that she won’t be running.

Trustee of Trust Funds for Three 
Years – Alex Estin is the incumbent and 
has indicated her intention to run.

Cemetery Trustee for Three Years 
– John Graves is the incumbent and has 
indicated his intention to run.
School District Offi cers

School Board for Three Years (2 po-

sitions) – Douglas Boisvert and David 
Hewitt are the incumbents. Each has 
indicated his intention to run.

Moderator for One Year – William 
Bardsley is the incumbent and has indi-
cated his intention to run.

Clerk for One Year – Christie Coll 
is the incumbent and has indicated her 
intention to run.

Treasurer for One Year – Shirley 
Currier is the incumbent and has indi-
cated her intention to run.
How To File

The fi ling period for these positions 
begins on Wednesday, January 24, 2007 
and ends on February 2, 2007. The ap-
plication for fi ling can be obtained at 
the Town Clerk’s offi ce in Town Hall 
during her normal business hours:

Tues. and Thurs. 10 AM to 1 PM
Wednesday 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM
Saturday 9 AM to noon.
There is a $1 fi ling fee for each paid 

position. There is no fi ling fee for un-
paid positions. The paid positions up for 
election this year are:

Selectman – $1,500 per year
Town Clerk and Tax Collector – 

hourly starting in March 2007
School Board – $100 per year
School District Moderator – hourly
School District Clerk – hourly
School District Treasurer – $840 per year
For more information, con-

tact the Town Offi ce at 735-5332 or 
AndoverNH@tds.net.

Time To File For 2007 Positions

TOWN of ANDOVER
Filing Period for

Andover Town & School 
District Offi cers

Jan 24 to Feb 2
File at Town Clerk’s offi ce
Tue & Thur, 10 AM - 1 PM
Wed 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM

Sat 9 AM - Noon
PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332

Our New Our New 
Advertisers!Advertisers!

Ed Becker, Ed Becker, 
Lake Farm RealtyLake Farm Realty

George Crane,George Crane,
Crane RealtyCrane Realty

Friendly Barber ShopFriendly Barber Shop

Brown’s Car RemovalBrown’s Car Removal

To advertise your business, 
call Charlie at 735-6099.735-6099.
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the shingles with a metal system or new 
shingles. 

• The proposed project will fi x all 
known roofi ng problems.

Safety
The communication system current-

ly operates only through the offi ce, with 
no ability to communicate between 
classrooms. 

• To increase the security of the stu-
dents and staff, this system will be 
upgraded.

There is no fi re barrier between the 
kitchen and classroom/hallway areas, 
and there is inadequate egress from the 
kindergarten and two fourth grade class-
rooms in the event of a kitchen fi re. 

• The proposed renovations will rec-
tify these safety concerns. The proj-
ect includes 
c o n s t r u c -
tion of a new 
gym/cafete-
ria/kitchen at 
the end of the 
middle school 
wing, which 
will be sepa-
rated from 
the rest of the 
school by a 
fi rewall.

No n -f r i a b l e 
asbestos-contain-
ing tiles are found 
in approximately 
7,600 square feet 
of the older parts 
of the building. Al-
though the tiles do 
not constitute an 
immediate danger, 
they continue to 
crack and deterio-
rate with age. State and federal regula-
tions require the removal of asbestos in 
areas of renovation. 

• The proposed project will remove all 
asbestos from the school building.

Non-Educational Space
The cafeteria is undersized, requir-

ing four separate lunch periods, of 22 
minutes each, beginning at 11 AM and 
ending at 1 PM. The cafeteria is also 
the performance area, so assemblies 
and performances must be scheduled 
around lunch.

There is inadequate sound barrier 
between the gym/cafeteria and class-
rooms.

The kitchen is crowded and lacks 
storage. Six refrigerators and freezers 
are kept in the cafeteria due to lack of 
kitchen space. There is no bulk cold 
storage, which does not allow for saving 
money through bulk purchasing.

Due to overall lack of storage, the 
school pays $100 per month for a stor-
age trailer behind the school. There is 
a need for storage space for education-
al supplies, as well as dry, fi reproof, 
locked storage for student records.

The school gym is substandard in 
size, with little room for spectators and 
no “run out” space between the bas-

Bond  from page 1 ketball hoops and the walls. (Standard 
practice calls for 10 feet). The gym of-
fi ce/storage room is now being used for 
instructional space. 

The gym is also Andover’s com-
munity center and is used for as many 
as 30 scheduled events throughout the 
year. Some events, such as voting days, 
require the school to be unlocked and 
fully accessible to the public. It is im-
possible to control access to the entire 
building, posing a huge safety concern. 

• The proposed project includes a 
new gym/cafeteria/kitchen addition 
placed at the front end of the middle 
school wing. This new space, which 
includes toilet facilities, will be able 
to be secured from the rest of the 
building. The cafeteria and gym 
will have larger seating capacities 
and there will be plenty of kitchen 

space and storage.
Educational 
Space

There is pres-
ently a serious 
lack of space for 
Special Education 
services. Some of 
the rooms being 
used for instruc-
tion have no win-
dows, while oth-
ers were designed 
as closet space. 
Title One ser-
vices, which offer 
academic support 
in reading and 
math, and speech 
and language ser-
vices provide in-
struction in hall-
ways, in the back 
of classrooms, in 
corners of the li-

brary, or in the two already-crowded 
Special Education classrooms. Coun-
seling shares space with speech and 
reading services. 

The most distractible students are 
having to learn in the busiest, most pub-
lic areas of the school.

Conference space is needed which is 
confi dential and private.

The location for handicap accessibil-
ity is far from the offi ce and requires 
ringing a buzzer and waiting outside for 
someone to open the door. This is awk-
ward and disrespectful to community 
members with disabilities.

There is currently no teachers’ work/
lunch room. Teachers share a corner 
of the custodians’ offi ce, which offers 
no privacy for returning parent phone 
calls.

• The proposed project would renovate 
the present gym/cafeteria/kitchen, 
providing the much needed space 
for educational programs, a teacher 
room, storage, and conference/meet-
ing space, as well as appropriately 
relocated art and music rooms.

See page fi ve for an extensive ques-
tion-and-answer session on the details 
of the bond, the project, and the ap-
proval process.

IMPORTANT 
MEETINGS

JANUARY 2
Monthly School Board Meeting at 

6:30 PM in the AE/MS library
JANUARY 10

Budget Committee Public Hearing on 
the school budget, including the bond, 

at 7 PM in the Town Hall
JANUARY 30

School Board Public Hearing for the 
bond at 7 PM in the AE/MS gym

FEBRUARY 6
Monthly School Board Meeting at 

6:30 PM in the AE/MS library
MARCH 5

Annual School District Meeting at 
7 PM in the AE/MS gym

Whether you’re building or buying a new home,
or simply thinking of ways to update your current home,

turn to TDS for all your communications needs! 

We can provide all the communications services you need
for your home or home office—from phone service, and

advanced voice features, to High-Speed Internet, and more!

Learn about special offers in your area, call TDS today.

1-888-CALL-TDS
www.tdstelecom.com

SET YOUR DESIGNS ON TDS

46780/10-06/3191
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Beyond The Headlines
“Region Now a Buyer’s Market” was the headline in a recent 

Concord Monitor story. In news stories and on Main Street the 
prevailing wisdom is that the real estate market is in the throes of 
calamity, the bottom has fallen out, prices are down, and now is 
not the time to sell your house. That’s not true in Andover!

Here are the facts: In 2006 the average residential sales price 
for all of Merrimack County was down $2,365 (less than 1%), and 
there were 305 fewer sales (18%) than the year before. Andover 
was not part of this trend.

In Andover there were 26 residential sales in 2006, compared 
to 20 in 2005. The average sales price in 2006 was up approxi-
mately $600. The total value of sold properties increased in 2006 
by $1,436,993. Signifi cantly, the average number of days on mar-
ket decreased from 104 to 76. It took nearly a month less time for 
the average Andover property to be sold in 2006.*

Number of sales and dollar value were both up by 30% in 
Andover in 2006, and properties were sold 25% faster, too! That 
doesn’t sound like a calamity at all. In fact, it sounds like it might 
be a pretty good time to consider buying or selling your house. 
Prices are stable, activity is good, and mortgage money is readily 
available at low interest rates.

It’s worth having accurate information. We’ve got it at Lake Farm 
Realty. Come in and talk to us.

Art Urie Ed Becker
* All 2006 fi gures are up to date as of December 13 and were derived from 

NNREN (the multiple listing service).

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Elbow Pond Road, which has been 
closed off and on this year due to 
damage from fl ooding at Mountain 
Brook, is open again. On December 
6, Road Agent John Thompson and 
his crew repaired the most recent 
damage. With the fall rains hopefully 
at an end and with the ground due to 
freeze soon, the plan is for the road to 
stay open all winter.

Meanwhile, the engineer hired by the 
Town to design a more permanent fi x 
has delivered preliminary plans to the 
Selectmen for review. The plans include 
replacing the two existing culverts with 
larger-capacity concrete structures.

By Vicky Mishcon
Andover School Board

Q: What will the project cost?
A: The School Board recommends 

borrowing $3.6 million through a 10-
year bond. The district will be reim-
bursed 30% of the cost in State of New 
Hampshire Building Aid. Taking interest 
into account, the net cost to tax payers is 
about $3.4 million, as shown below:

Estimated Cost $3,807,305
Less Interest Earned from
        Bond Investments $172,364
10 Year Bond $3,634,941
Less 30% Building Aid $1,090,482
Plus Borrowing Cost $899,648
Total Cost to Taxpayers $3,444,107
Q: How will this affect property taxes?
A: The tax rate would increase $1.58 

the fi rst year, though that amount would 
lessen each year as the bond is paid off. 
The additional tax on a $200,000 home 
would be $316.79 in the fi rst year.

Q: How does the project get approved?
A: A two-thirds majority vote by 

paper ballot is required at the Andover 
School District Meeting in March (date 
and time below) to approve the project. 
You must attend School District Meet-
ing to vote – by law there can be no ab-
sentee ballots, and the polls cannot be 
open earlier in the day.

Q: When and where is the meeting?
A: The School District Meeting will 

be held in the Andover Elementary/
Middle School gym on Monday, March 
5, 2007 at 7 PM.

Q: What is the timing for construc-
tion and renovation?

A: If voters approve the bond is-
sue at the March 2007 School District 
Meeting, fi nal design should be com-
pleted by January 2008, and construc-
tion could begin in April ‘08. Renova-
tion would begin in the summer of ‘08, 
and the project should be completed by 
January 2009.

Q: When would bond payments begin?
A: The fi rst bond payment would be 

made in the 2007-2008 school year.
Q: What happens to the Hamp House?
A: The Hamp House will be demol-

ished to make room for the new gym/
cafeteria/kitchen. In 1997, the school 
architect declared the building sound 
but inappropriate for classroom or other 
district use. The building is in need of 
repairs, it contains lead paint, and the 
fi re code does not allow use of the up-
stairs for anything other than storage.

Q: Can the Hamp House be moved 
to another location?

A: In 1993 the Hamp House Com-
mittee reported that the building struc-
ture was solid and could withstand relo-
cation. The Hamp House could be sold, 
with the condition that it be moved off-
site before construction begins.

Q: What will happen to the After-
School and Five Alive Programs that 
are currently in the Hamp House?

A: The Andover School Board 
would like to provide space for the 
After-School Program in the plan for 

By Vicky Mishcon
Andover School Board

Armand Boisvert said it best when he 
reminded Andover School Board mem-
bers that in a small town like Andover, 
a big project is sometimes done best 
when community members pool their 
resources and help get the job done. 
Armand set the example by helping 
the Board solve the hip roof dilemma 
in the old section of the school this fall, 
by offering the idea of using metal pipe 
struts to strengthen the diagonal beam 
load. He then offered to have the units 
made at his machine shop for a fraction 

Local Talent Saves Money For Taxpayers 
of what they would have cost had the 
job been outsourced.

Local builder Les Fenton then worked 
with our school engineer and installed 
wood bracing and the metal pipe struts 
necessary to bring the roof up to the 
current BOCA building code. The brac-
ing repairs were completed for less than 
$5,000. Now we await the snow!

The Andover School Board – Doug 
Boisvert, Robin Boynton, David Hewitt, 
David Powers, and Vicky Mishcon – 
wish to extend our gratitude to both Ar-
mand and Les. Their talents and quick 
work saved the day!

School Bond Q & A
renovations, although nothing can be 
guaranteed. Even if a space were to be 
designated for the program at the time 
of renovation, the space could not be 
guaranteed if more space is needed for 
educational programs in the future.

Q: Why can’t a second story be add-
ed to the middle school wing?

A: The structural engineer for the 
1992 middle school wing designed the 
building as a single-story structure in 
accordance with the architectural re-
quirements of that project. The vote in 
March 1991 did not include a structure 
that could support a second fl oor.

Q: Do we have to do all the work in 
one project or can it be spaced out?

A: We get more value for the dollar 
by doing one large project. Long projects 
entail increases in building costs. Also, 
State Building Aid is a consideration in 
determining the size of a project. New 
construction receives 30% building aid, 
whereas renovations require that the 
project equal one quarter of the value 
of the building. The school is currently 
valued at $5.4 million, therefore requir-
ing a project of at least $1.35 million.

Q: Why isn’t there more being done 
in the 1934 section of the building?

A: The cost of replacing that section 
with new construction would have brought 
the bond up to $6 to $8 million dollars. 
Replacement of the roof covering and up-
grades to the communication system will 
protect the building until replacement or 
major renovations are approved.

Q: Is the School Board addressing 
all the facility needs?

A: The School Board needed to bal-
ance the needs identifi ed by the Task 
Force with what the community can 
support. The most immediate problems 
are being addressed.

Q: Is the current heating system sat-
isfactory for the additional space?

A: The heating system will be ex-
panded and included in the bond project.

Q: Does the project include a gen-
erator?

A: The Town Emergency Manage-
ment Team is applying for a grant for 
the purchase of a generator. It will not 
be included in the bond project.

Q: Will there be any other site work 
on the school property?

A: There will be improvements in 
the septic system and leach fi elds.

Q: What will happen to the play-
ground beside the middle school wing?

A: The playground will be in the 
same area, moved back toward the fi eld.

Q: How can I fi nd out more about 
the project before the March meeting?

A: The School Board has been ad-
dressing the project at all our monthly 
school board meetings on the fi rst Tues-
day of every month. Public participation 
is welcome and encouraged. The Board 
has also been meeting every Tuesday 
evening for work sessions related to the 
project. These meetings are posted at 
the school, and on Channel 8, and are 
open to the public.

Elbow Pond Road Open Again
The engineer has also provided a 

copy of the wetlands permit application 
that will be submitted to the state seek-
ing approval to do the work. The esti-
mated cost of the project is $40,000.

On the other hand, there has been 
talk around town of a possible warrant 
article at Town Meeting in March to 
close Elbow Pond Road permanently at 
Mountain Brook.

D o n a t e !
The Beacon relies on voluntary 
donations for a substantial part 

of its budget.
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UNDERSTANDING THE SCHOOL BUDGET
By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

To help you prepare for the budget 
hearings and school bond hearing later 
this month and for the Andover School 
District Meeting in March, this article 
covers the basics of how the school bud-
get works.

Let’s start by putting the Andover 
School District budget in perspective. 
If you look at all the money raised by 
Andover property taxes, money ear-
marked for education accounts for 
about 70% of it. And that money is only 
part of what goes into the school bud-
get. Last year’s school budget was over 

$3.5 million, compared to a town bud-
get of less than $1.5 million. Any way 
you measure it, the school budget is the 
biggest fi scal entity in town.

The school budget is drawn up each 
year by the Andover School Board with 
much help and input from School Ad-
ministrative Unit #46 offi cials. Like any 
other Town department or committee, 
the School Board presents its budget to 
the Andover Budget Committee. 

But unlike the budgets of most other 
Town departments and committees, the 
school budget is not presented at Town 
Meeting in March. (Our fi re depart-
ments and the village water district are 

the other exceptions.) Instead, the school 
budget is presented at the Andover 
School District Meeting, also in March 
and usually several days before Town 
Meeting. At School District Meeting, 
Andover taxpayers who attend have the 
chance to change the proposed budget 
and ultimately to accept or reject it.
Expenses

Like any other budget, the Andover 
School District budget is built in two 
parts: expenses (money the School 
Board expects to have to spend) and 
revenue (money the School Board ex-
pects to receive and be able to spend). 
Let’s tackle expenses fi rst.

One of the big challenges in creating 
the school budget is that it gets drawn 
up in the fall and winter and approved 
in March for the following school year. 
Work on the school budget for next school 
year (2007-2008) began last September 
and will culminate at School District 
meeting in March, months before the 
2007-2008 school year begins and over a 
year from when it will fi nally end.

Needless to say, this introduces a 
signifi cant degree of uncertainty for the 
School Board as they try to guess what 
it will cost to run the Andover School 
District next year. What will lettuce for 
school lunches cost 12 to 18 months in 
the future? How about heating oil to 
heat the building? Other puzzling vari-
ables include things like the number of 
new students who might move to town 
and what their special education needs 
might be, or whether an expensive piece 
of infrastructure in the school might re-
quire unexpected maintenance.

While the fi nal budgeted expenses 
can’t account for every possible contin-
gency, the School Board tries to cover all 
the known needs and provide a reason-
able buffer to cover the unknown, too.
Revenue

The revenue side of the budget is built 
from seven broad sources of revenue.

• State and Federal Grants and 
Programs. These are typically funded 
by the state lottery and the federal in-
come tax. State and federal lawmakers 
create the programs, and state and fed-
eral agencies decide how much of this 
money Andover can have.

• The State Education Property 
Tax. Look at your property tax bill. One 
of the largest Tax Rates is labelled “State 
Ed.” That’s the State Education Property 
Tax, and the source of all the talk you’ve 
heard for the last several years about “do-
nor towns” and “recipient towns” and 
“adequate education” and so on. 

Under current state law, Andover is 
neither a signifi cant donor town nor a 
signifi cant recipient town – pretty much 
everything that we pay in state education 
property taxes comes back to Andover, 
landing in the school budget as revenue.

• Sale of School Lunches. When 
Johnny or Suzy spend a dime in the cafe-
teria, that’s revenue to the school budget.

• Reimbursements. Projects like 
the upcoming updates to the school fa-
cilities go into the expense side of the 
budget at their full cost. When the state 
and/or federal government pick up part 
of the cost of a project, those “reim-
bursements” appear on the revenue side 
of the budget.

• Other Revenue. These are the 
odds and ends of revenue that don’t fi t 
in other categories.

• School Portion of Property Tax. 
Again, take a look at your tax bill. By far 
the largest tax rate is labelled “School.” 
Once all the other sources of revenue 
have been identifi ed, the rest has to 
come from the school portion of our lo-
cal property taxes. With the right num-
ber plugged in here, the total anticipated 
revenue equals the total anticipated ex-
penses and the budget is in balance. 

And with a balanced budget and the 
blessing of the Andover taxpayers who 
attend the School District Meeting in 
March, we’re set to begin a new school 
year the following September. 
Returned To Reduce Taxes

But the story isn’t over. According to 
state law, any revenue that the School 
District receives but doesn’t spend has to 
be returned to the Town, which uses it to 
reduce the following year’s tax rate.

In a perfect world, the School Board 
would know the price of lettuce 18 
months in advance, and the money bud-
geted and spent would exactly match 
the money received. But because it’s not 
a perfect world, the School Board must 
build in money for contingencies, like a 
cold winter and high fuel prices. 

When those contingencies don’t ma-
terialize – a mild winter with reasonable 
fuel prices – some of the money raised 
through local property taxes isn’t needed. 
After the end of the school year that mon-
ey is turned over to the Town, which uses 
it to reduce taxes in the following year.

Over the last four budget years, the 
amount returned to the Town has to-
talled nearly $800,000, with amounts 
for individual years ranging from a 
high of almost $267,000 to a low of 
about $95,000.

With the unexpended revenue (if any) 
returned to the Town, the School Board’s 
attention turns to the next school year, 
and the entire cycle starts again.

The total of the seven 
sources of revenue 
available to us must 
cover the budgetted 

expenditures we actu-
ally make. Any money 
left over goes back to 
the Town to reduce 

property taxes.

State Education State Education 
Property TaxProperty Tax

School Portion of School Portion of 
Andover Property TaxAndover Property Tax

Sale of School LunchesSale of School Lunches

ReimbursementsReimbursements
Other RevenueOther Revenue

Budgetted Budgetted 
Expenditures Expenditures 

Actually SpentActually Spent

Returned To Town Returned To Town 
To Reduce TaxesTo Reduce Taxes

BALANCING THE SCHOOL BUDGETBALANCING THE SCHOOL BUDGET

State ProgramsState Programs

Federal ProgramsFederal Programs

Lake Kolelemook Shared Waterfront!

603-526-2955
www.lakesunapee.net

angeli@tds.net
41 Main Street
New London NH 03257

This new listing has it all! 
Beautiful wood & tile fl oors, 
Cathedral ceilings, 3+ 
bedrooms, 2 bay garage 
& heated offi ce/studio & 
more! 
Springfi eld - $337,500

This cozy 3-bedroom home 
is located near Proctor & is 
nestled back from the road. 
Propane fi replace, some 
wood fl oors, large bath, 3 
season sun porch & garage.
Affordable - $199,000

Adorable Andover Ranch

TOWN of ANDOVER
Andover Budget

Committee
Public Hearings

Town Hall • 31 School St.

Andover School Budget 
January 10, 7 PM

Town, Fire, and Water Budgets
January 17, 7 PM

PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332
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By Annmarie Timmins
Concord Monitor staff
Condensed with permission from the 
Concord Monitor

[On December 13,] state and federal 
authorities seized nearly 6,700 marijua-
na plants worth $28 million from sev-
eral New Hampshire homes in what the 
police are calling the biggest drug bust 
in the state’s history. To the surprise of 
even veteran drug investigators, many 
of the plants were found in upscale 
homes worth more than $400,000.

“These are not the homes that you’d 
typically look at and say, ‘That’s a drug 
house,’” said Col. Frederick Booth of 
the state police. “The sophistication of 
the operation was surprising. This is a 
wake-up call for New Hampshire and 
for those people who think this doesn’t 
happen in New Hampshire.”

The homes included one in Concord 
where Booth said the police found 800 
plants worth $3.2 million. Other local 
homes included addresses in Andover 
[22 O’Neill Drive, owned by Hong 
Bach Nguyen], Canterbury, Pembroke, 
Hopkinton, and Weare. The grow-
ing operations relied on stolen electri-
cal power, Booth said, which required 
someone to rewire the homes and by-
pass the electric meter.

Booth said the multi-agency drug 
investigation, which included local 
and state police as well as federal drug 
agents and the New Hampshire Army 
National Guard, began about two 
months ago after big drug seizures in 
Hooksett and Epsom. [In Andover, one 
Andover police offi cer was part of the 
entry team that fi rst secured the house, 
and three Andover offi cers participated 
in the search team.]

All the homes – the 10 raided [on the 
13th] and those in Hooksett and Epsom 
– are listed as being owned by Viet-
namese men or women. 

Most of the homes raided [includ-
ing the one in Andover] were not be-
ing lived in and were empty aside from 
the growing equipment, the police said. 
Two of the eight [including the one in 
Andover] did not have marijuana plants 

Major State Drug Bust Nets 
Andover “Grow House”

in them but only evidence of a growing 
operation, the police said. [According to 
Andover Police Chief Glenn Laramie, 
the home in Andover “reeked of mari-
juana,” but the plants had apparently 
been removed because the basement 
had fl ooded.]

According to land transfer records, 
many of the listed owners have owned 
the homes only for the past few months. 
The Andover house was sold to its cur-
rent owner in 2004, but nearly all the 
others transferred hands after mid-April 
of this year. 

The authorities distributed photo-
graphs of the homes yesterday, and 
from the outside they looked like pho-
tographs from a Realtor’s brochure. In-
side, it was a different image.

The basements looked like com-
mercial growing operations, with some 
marijuana plants still in the seedling 
stages and other plants several feet 
high. The basements included elaborate 
lighting and ventilation systems. The 
electrical boxes were covered by a tan-
gle of wires, all rerouted to draw power 
without paying for it, Booth said.

The wiring alone presents a public risk, 
the police said. The [fi re in the Hooksett 
home that started the investigation] began 
because the home’s illegal underground 
bypass caught fi re. In other incidences, 
the rerouting of power caused pole trans-
formers to explode, the police said.

Booth and June Stansbury of the fed-
eral Drug Enforcement Agency urged 
members of the public to keep an eye on 
homes in their neighborhood. If the home 
is uninhabited but gets a lot of visitors, 
tell the police, they said. Also look out for 
homes with the curtains always drawn or 
power problems in your own home. The 
police also urged real estate agents and 
lending offi cials to be more watchful 
about the people using their services.

Stansbury said the location of these 
“grow houses” in affl uent neighbor-
hoods is proof that drugs are every-
body’s business. Anyone with infor-
mation about drug activity can relay it 
anonymously to 800-NAB-DOPE.
Copyright © 2006 Concord Monitor

The Andover Police Department 
responded to 263 calls for service 
from November 15 through Decem-
ber 15. The following is a partial 
breakdown: 

• Motor vehicle warnings - 112
• Motor vehicle summons - 15
• Traffi c arrrests - 2
• Reckless driving complaint - 1
• Road rage complaint - 1
• House checks - 9
• Suspicious person\vehicle - 9
• Theft - 1
• Burglary - 1
• Accidents - 3
• Animal complaints - 5
• Assist fi re department - 3
• Assist ambulance - 2
• 911 calls – 2

Police Blotter
Arrests

• Joshua Clark, 19, Hillsboro, Oper-
ating after suspension, disobeying a 
police offi cer

• Leroy Lafl amme, 24, Franklin, Ha-
bitual offender, disobeying a police 
offi cer, operating after suspension

• Jacob Avery, 18, New London, 
Warrant arrest

• Dennis Mcintire, 38, Franklin, 
Reckless operation, speed

• Paul Dunbar, Concord, Failure to 
notify change of address

• James Strahan, 21, Andover, Warrant 
for taking without owner's consent

• Andrew Labonte, 17, Salisbury, 
Speed

• Kurt Barton, 19, Andover, Aban-
doned vehicle

Glenn Haley prepares for the Andover Fire Department’s annual poinsettia 
fund raiser.  Photo: Bob Bussey

NAPA
AUTOCARE
CENTER

Quality Automotive Service & Repair
Route 11 • Wilmot Flat • 526-4716

$19.95 JANUARY SPECIAL
4-Wheel Alignment Check

or
Nitrogen Tire Filling

for
• Fuel Savings • Longer Tire Life •

Rte 4 Salisbury, NH
648-2888

OPEN
7

DAYS

Tool Rental/Repair Shop

Farm - Feed - Firearms
Hardware  - Lumber

Barn Building

HOMEHOMEHOMEHOMEHOME
GENERAGENERAGENERAGENERAGENERATTTTTORSORSORSORSORS

ICE
FISHING

SUPPLIES

Ariat, Cat, Chippewa Georgia, Muck
Selected Boots Up To

40% OFF

ORGANIC FEEDS

NEW!!

GRAIN BOX RESTAURANT
SENIOR DAYS

MONS & TUES 7 - 2

BROWN’S FREE CAR REMOVAL

Cars, Trucks Wanted
Scrap Metal Wanted
Cash Paid For Some • Call 603-934-4813

S u p p o r t  O u r  A d v e r t i s e r s !
We couldn’t publish the Beacon without them. 
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By Roger Godwin
Master Plan Update Committee

And for that matter, where do we 
put the “adult novelties” store? Our 
zoning ordinance doesn’t provide for 
either, though we might like the jobs 
a light industrial plant would provide, 
and we might want to hide a vendor 
of spicy specialties as much as the law 
allows. 

Presently, our zoning ordinance 
doesn’t allow the fi rst and doesn’t let us 
prevent or even affect the second. Does 
that make sense to you?

And try these on for size. Under Ando-
ver’s current zoning ordinance, can you…

…have a pig farm between residenc-
es in the Village district? Yep.

…a house in the Forest & Agricul-
ture district? Only by special exception 
– which has always been granted. 

…a multi-unit apartment house any-
where in town? Not a chance. 

…a summer-only snack bar at the 
beach at Highland or Bradley Lakes? 
Probably not. 

…low-cost housing for lower-income 
folks? What, are you kidding? Never!
A 33-Year-Old Snapshot

The 1974 zoning ordinance simply 
took a snapshot of the town as it existed 
then, allowing the land uses of that time 
to continue but nothing very much new 
to come in. 

That was a generation and a half ago, 
and the town has changed a lot. We’re a 
different town now in our size and pop-
ulation makeup, and the time has come 
for our present residents to have another 
say in the matter.

The law has changed in that time 
too, now requiring several things of our 
zoning code that it doesn’t have – such 
as provision for lower-cost housing. 
And the expectations of Andover’s citi-
zens have changed. There’s one school 
of thought that would have us become 
a lot more upscale, another New Lon-
don. There’s another that would bring 
us closer to a Franklin pattern. There 
are those who believe that more houses 
mean more tax revenue and those who 
would save the trees by requiring much 
bigger house lots in our forest areas. 

And, of course, where any use of the 
land which may be desirable but isn’t 
pretty, we have an advanced “Not In 
My Back Yard” syndrome.
It Has To Start With The Master Plan

But before we can start making de-
cisions about changing permitted land 
uses – and defi ne what the town will 
look like 20 and 30 years from now, for 
our children and grandchildren as well 
as for ourselves – we have to get the 
master plan up to date, because it is the 
required legal basis for zoning.

The Planning Board started the pro-
cess by putting a Master Plan Update 
Committee (MPUC) together, inviting 
every organization in town to nominate 
a representative. That was to maximize 
input into the committee and make 
communication back to the community 

By Rene Lefebvre
Chief, East Andover Fire Department

Once again please accept the thanks 
of the East Andover Fire Department 
for your wonderful support of our 
fund raising efforts this past year. The 
Christmas tree sale was both success-
ful and fun. We sold 85 trees in less 
than fi ve hours. We delivered about 40 
trees with only one address mistake, 
that I am aware of. The day was nice, 
the coffee and cookies were good, and 
the community spirit is alive and well 
in our village.

I have noticed that several more 
home owners have placed their house 
numbers in plain sight. Many have poles 
with night glow numbers at the end of 
the driveway. This saves emergency 
responders’ valuable time in the event 
you need help. Nice work – thanks.

A damaged hydrant has been re-
paired and tested near the top of Maple 
Street. Water for fi re fi ghting is some-
times diffi cult to fi nd, especially in the 
winter. It took a few hours to clean the 
hydrant and obtain the fl ow of water 
needed for effective fi re fi ghting. 

It required no coaxing on my part to 
get the fi re fi ghters to keep working on 
this project. They like to complete any 
task they start, very much appreciated 
by me, and a working hydrant, though 
no object of beauty, is appreciated by 
everyone.

A new hydrant has been added to 
our list at the Franklin/Andover town 
line on Flaghole Road. The hydrant was 
placed at the skating pond at the Frank-
lin Veterans Memorial Ski Area. The 
hydrant was tested by both Franklin and 
East Andover Fire Departments. Hav-
ing passed the test with an 850 gallons 
per minute fl ow rate, the new hydrant is 
now in service.
The Exciting World of Ashes

Now you may think that ashes are 
about as exciting as a bucket of air, and 
if treated with care you’re correct. But 
let those little puppies get some oxygen 
and fuel, and watch the fun begin. 

Most people think that ash from a 
wood stove is made of wood fuel that 
will not burn. That’s only half right. 
There are also wood coals and embers 
that will burn and may hold a little 
surprise. 

East Andover Fire Department
The surprise may be a very small 

ember, hidden deep in ash that is slowly 
consuming any oxygen it can fi nd to 
stay alive. That little ember may smol-
der for weeks under a safe blanket of 
ash. Spread those ashes on the posies 
next to your home for fertilizer, and 
that little ember may become at best a 
grass fi re and at worst a danger to your 
home. 

Now, many people spread ashes and 
have no fi re – I do myself. If I sound a 
little paranoid, it is because I am. We 
respond to a fi re caused by ashes al-
most every year. Windy cool fall days 
will guarantee someone in our area will 
respond to a fi re caused by careless dis-
posal of ashes.

Here’s how to handle ashes safely. 
Store them in a metal can with a tight-
fi tting lid on a non-combustible fl oor. 
Any ashes that are smoldering will con-
sume all the oxygen in the can and go 
out. The can may get warm for a few 
days, so keep it away from children, 
pets, or other combustibles. 

I treat ashes as though they are smol-
dering for at least 30 days. As I add new 
material, the safety clock starts again. 
This is not the only safe method for 
handling ashes; you may have better 
plans. Just keep what is burning away 
from what isn’t.

Now for candles … no, don’t get me 
started on candles!

Mike Rheume loads his tree for the trip home.  Photo: Bob Bussey

Jessica West and Steve Barton helped 
customers with their purchases at the 
East Andover Fire Department’s an-
nual Christmas tree sale.
 Photo: Mary Anne Levesque

Master Plan Update Committee
as good as possible. And after thinking 
its need through, the MPUC and the 
Planning Board asked the March 2005 
town meeting to approve over $20,000 
in fees for help from specialists ranging 
from a mapping company, to the re-
gional planning board, to the University 
of New Hampshire.
The Time Has Come

Gathering all that expert advice took 
much longer than planned, and MPUC 
members got bored and drifted away, 
waiting for a chance to make positive 
inputs. But now the time has come, and 
we need the involvement of Andover’s 
citizens so that the products – a revised 
master plan and a revised zoning ordi-
nance – will accurately refl ect what the 
town wants now.

To get that done we’ll soon be reach-
ing out again to all organizations in 
town, this time asking for volunteers 
for special-interest parts of the master 
plan. Some of us are interested in con-
servation, and there’s plenty of work 
to be done there. Some want to help in 
defi ning opportunities for affordable 
housing. Others would like to see more 
local jobs and areas created for locating 
the businesses to create them.

We’ll be in touch, and we invite any 
and all to contact MPUC co-chairs Paul 
Currier at 735-5280, Doug Boisvert at 
735-5218, the Town Offi ce at 735-5332, 
or any member of the Master Plan Up-
date Committee.

For All Your 
Insurance Needs
 your Home
 your Auto
 your Business
 your Life
 your Health

Plus:
Boats • RVs • Motorcycles

Worker’s Comp
Estate Bonding

As well as coverage for:
the Handyman
the Contractor

the Artisan

325 Central Street • Franklin NH 03235
Bus.: 603-934-3717 • Fax: 603-934-7227 • Prescott@DavisTowle.com

735-5232
PO Box 132
East Andover 
03231

MARCEAU & SONS MARCEAU & SONS 
  LLCLLC

• SNOW PLOWING & SANDING

• COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

• Asphalt Paving

• Blue Stone

• Loam, Sand, and Gravel

Fully Insured • Free Estimates
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Board Of Selectmen dress the issue, perhaps with a fi x simi-
lar to that being designed for Elbow 
Pond Road.

Under old business, the Board re-
viewed draft correspondence from the 
Planning Board chairman to be sent to 
Sue Baker in an attempt to eliminate the 
need to pursue court action to resolve 
the East Andover parking lot issue.

Godwin reported that the Planning 
Board has asked the selectmen to inform 
both the owner and the operator of the 
property at 156 Main Street regarding 
the apparent expansion of the auto repair 
business to include auto sales, without 
benefi t of the appropriate approvals.

The Board then met with Eric John-
son who is seeking approval to tap ap-
proximately 20 sugar maple trees on the 
Blackwater Park property. The Board 
agreed to the request, and as compensa-
tion to the town Johnson agreed to do-
nate a quantity of syrup that the Town 
can raffl e off to benefi t the Blackwater 
Park Fund. Johnson will provide a draft 
agreement for the transaction. 

Under new business, the Board approved 
a sign permit application for “Steele’s T’s” 
operating at 776 Franklin Highway.

The Board approved an abatement 
application for the $10 inventory pen-
alty that had been erroneously applied 
to a property on Flaghole Road.

The Board approved an Intent to Ex-
cavate for property owned by Jon Ohler 
on Morrill Hill Road that was recently 
approved for expansion by the Planning 
Board. The approval is contingent upon 

November 20
Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Chairman Dennis Fenton, 

Selectman Roger Godwin, Town Ad-
ministrator Mark Stetson. Selectman 
Andrew Guptill arrived shortly after 
the meeting opened.

The Board met with Road Agent 
John Thompson, who told the Board 
that his crews had fi nished adding grav-
el to the shoulders on Plains Road. 

Thompson reported that a recent log-
ging operation on Flaghole Road near 
the Franklin city line has left the turn-
around unusable for its intended pur-
pose. There is water fl owing through the 
turnaround, creating a muddy mess, and 
much of that water is running out onto 
the road. Both Franklin and Andover 
highway department crews have used 
this area as a turnaround, particularly 
during the winter months. 

The running water creates a traffi c 
hazard, especially when the temperature 
drops below freezing. Stetson will con-
tact the owner to request that he remedy 
the situation as soon as possible. 

Thompson also informed the Board 
that the logger operating on the former 
Andrus property is trucking logs west 
across Flaghole Road to Route 11, de-
spite his previous commitment to route 
his trucks in the opposite direction. 

The Board discussed the ongoing 
problem with the culvert washing out 
on Sam Hill Road and resolved to ad-

Ohler posting a reclamation bond.
The Board then met with Andover 

Village District Commissioner Mike 
Vercellotti and Clerk/Treasurer Lisa 
Meier to discuss the vote taken by the 
District at its annual meeting to convey 
ownership of the dam at Bradley Lake 
to the Town. Vercellotti told the Board 
that the District has completed minor re-
pairs to the dam, but is concerned that, 
due to its age, more signifi cant repairs 
may be needed in the near future. Ver-
cellotti expressed concern that, should 
a problem develop, the commissioners 
personally might share liability. 

After a lengthy discussion, Ver-
cellotti committed to further investigat-
ing whether or not the dam is integral 
in the operation of the District’s water 
system. The Board committed to inves-
tigating the liability questions.
December 4

Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Chairman Dennis Fenton, 

Selectman Roger Godwin, Town Ad-
ministrator Mark Stetson

Armand Boisvert attended a portion 
of the meeting with Road Agent John 
Thompson to discuss his concerns re-
garding the current condition of the 
culvert on Sam Hill Road. He reiter-
ated much of what the Board discussed 
during its last meeting. Those concerns 
include the regular fl ooding of the road 
due to the decreased capacity of the 
culvert, and the subsequent cost of time 
and materials to put it back together 
along with the environmental impact. 

Boisvert offered to assist the Town 
with the repair by providing labor and/
or equipment. Fenton told Boisvert that, 
assuming funding is approved at Town 
Meeting, the Board intends in 2007 to 
hire a consultant to determine the ap-
propriate remedy and to assist in the 
permitting process. 

Boisvert also expressed concern 
about the condition of Sam Hill Road 
from the crest of the hill to the railroad 
crossing. The pavement has deteriorated 
signifi cantly and the ditches have fi lled 
in. He cited similar concerns about the 
condition of the road north of the cul-
vert, however, he stated that the ditches 
there are in better shape. 

Boisvert told the Board that he has had 
positive experience with using reclaimed 
pavement on the surface of his driveway. 
He stated that it packs extremely well 
and can be reshaped if necessary. 

The Board reviewed and amended 
Thompson’s budget proposal for 2007. 
Notable changes included decreasing the 
summer materials line by $10,000 and in-
creasing the winter materials line by the 
same amount. The Board also decided 
to include the repairs to Highland Lake 
Dam, Elbow Pond Road, Sam Hill Road, 
and the drainage work on Maple Street 
in the Special Projects line in the budget, 
rather than as separate warrant articles.

The Board then met with Police 
Chief Glenn Laramie who explained 
to the Board new state vehicle safety 
inspection requirements that include 

See Selectmen  on page 10
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the issuing garage placing a temporary 
sticker on a vehicle if it does not pass its 
emission test. Laramie also read a com-
plaint that he had received from a pass-
ing motorist about pedestrians walking 
along Main Street. 

Laramie told the Board that Sergeant 
Mahoney and Offi cer Shaw had volun-
teered their time to construct a counter 
in the interview room at the police sta-
tion in order to better organize the space 
and to improve offi cers’ security. 

To better exemplify the trends over 
the past 10 or so years, Godwin suggest-
ed that Laramie include a chart in the 
department’s report in the Town Report 
depicting the number of calls that the de-
partment has responded to for compari-
son purposes over that time frame.

Under old business, the Board signed 
an agreement with Cersosimo Indus-
tries extending the agreement to con-
struct the fi re pond on Flaghole Road.

The Board reviewed the draft budgets 
submitted by the Road Agent and Police 
Chief for the ensuing year and after a 
brief discussion, decided to reduce the 
police Offi ce Utility line by $500, noting 
that the expenditure amount for that line 
for each of the last two years has been 
well below the current budget amount. 

The Board approved the draft for the 
entire town budget. Stetson will present it 
to the Budget Committee on December 6.

Under new business, the Board ap-
proved an abatement application for 

property owned by Roger Henderson on 
Valley Road. The Board also approved 
two abatement applications for inventory 
penalties that were levied in error.

Planning Board
November 14

Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Don Gould, Chair; Eric 

Johnson, Vice Chair; Paul Currier; Bill 
Zimmerman; Wood Sutton, alternate 
appointed to the vacant position; and 
Roger Godwin, ex-offi cio.

Also present for duration of appropriate 
items: John Ohler; Chris Bengivengo; Dave 
Pilla, representing Proctor Academy.

Determination of Completeness: 
Excavation permit for enlarging an ex-
isting sand and gravel excavation on 
property located on Morrill Hill Road

John Ohler presented a completed 
site plan review application along with 
an application for earth excavation and 
photographs of the test pits conducted 
to determine the proximity of high wa-
ter table to the surface excavated as pre-
viously requested. Also presented was 
an attachment to the reclamation plan 
regarding the method and timing for 
reclamation. Ohler states that in 2011 he 
will ask the Board to renew the present 
fi ve-year permit. 

The excavation regulations appli-
cation checklist was reviewed and the 
Board unanimously approved a mo-
tion to accept a $20,000 bank letter of 
credit in lieu of a reclamation bond. The 

Board unanimously voted to deem the 
application complete.

Public Hearing: Excavation per-
mit for enlarging an existing sand and 
gravel excavation on property located 
on Morrill Hill Road

Dave Pilla stated his and Proctor 
Academy’s support of the proposal. 
There being no further discussion, the 
Board voted to accept the application as 
presented, pending receipt of and Board 
approval of the language of a bank let-
ter of credit.
Other Business

1. Chris Bengivengo – Update on 
Bed & Breakfast pending items. Chris 
presented a letter from Pierre Bedard 
indicating the capability of expanding 
the septic disposal system in the event 
of a failure in the future. 

Chris states that a representative 
from the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) offi ce has viewed the prop-
erty and the plan for making this build-
ing ADA accessible, and that all recom-
mendations have been complied with. 

Chris also states that the building is 
life safety compliant; the building in-
spector has viewed the electrical panel, 
indicates everything is satisfactory, and 
will contact Chief Landry. The Board 
voted unanimously to approve, pend-
ing receipt of confi rmation letter from 
Chief Landry.

2. Gould states that in 2005 there 
was a site plan approval for Dave Poulin 
for Pro-Line Auto to be operated on the 
property of Lewis Barton. Since that 

approval there has been an additional 
bay constructed on the garage which 
is within the power company right-of-
way, and a building permit was issued 
for expansion without any modifi cation 
of the site plan. Johnson asked whether 
the additional bay is for Poulin or Bar-
ton, noting that if for Poulin the Board 
would need to review the site plan for 
an expanded business.

3. The Board voted to ask the Se-
lectmen to send a letter to the current 
property owner and/or operator, as 
appropriate, of the property formerly 
known as Andover Main Street Garage 
requesting the owner’s or operator’s ap-
pearance before the Planning Board for 
purposes of bringing the operation into 
compliance with municipal land-use 
regulations.

4. Webster-Highland Lakes Water-
shed Partnership – fi nal draft of the re-
port was distributed and the partnership 
would like to be on the November 28 
agenda to discuss watershed manage-
ment plan. Sutton believes this should 
be presented to the town rather than the 
Planning Board.
November 28

Condensed from approved minutes
Present: Don Gould, Chair; Eric 

Johnson, Vice Chair; Paul Currier; 
Wood Sutton, alternate appointed to 
the vacant position; and Roger God-
win, ex-offi cio.
Announcements / Correspondence

ZBA approved 10-room Assisted 
Living Facility for Senior Citizens to be 

Selectmen  from page 9
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located at 476 Franklin Highway. Site 
plan review to be scheduled.
Master Plan Update Committee

The Board unanimously approved 
a motion to work with the Selectmen 
to draft a warrant article for appropri-
ate hearings to extend the growth ordi-
nance an additional three years. 

Currier stated the committee is con-
tinuing to work on a draft survey and 
plans to have it prepared for the March 
2007 issue of The Andover Beacon in 
time for Town Meeting.
Webster And Highland Lakes 
Watershed Management Plan.

Michelle Tremblay presented the fi -
nal draft of the watershed management 
plan for Webster and Highland Lakes. 
The entire document is available at 
Webster-HighlandLakesPartnership.org in 
the Watershed Documents section.

The section on immediate goals 
and recommendations was discussed 
by the Board and the public. Tremblay 
states that Brian Sullivan and Dick 
Lewis have offered to help Andover 
through the Immediate Goals and 
Recommendations process. Concerns 
of the public include:

• The current year's data on phospho-
rus content in the fl ow of Sucker 
Brook, having been taken at the time 
of the unusually heavy May rains, is 
not indicative of normal times.

• The recommendations are not fi tting 
as they are based on 100-year fl ood 
conditions rather than the average 
yearly rainfall we experience.

The Board unanimously approved 
a motion to recognize the fi nal 
Webster-Highland Lakes Watershed 
Plan and commit to consideration of 
recommendations.
Continued Consideration

Building Permit Process. Godwin 
states that the Building Inspector is 
continuing work on the building permit 
and fee structure.

By Lauretta Phillips
Beacon staff

How often do we get the opportu-
nity to do the work we love and love the 
work we do? How much do we envy 
those who do? 

Irene Haley is one of those lucky 
people. Irene was born and raised 
in Manchester, but she has lived in 
Andover since her marriage to Glenn 
Haley 22 years ago. She has done many 
things during that time. She was a travel 
agent for many years, she was a repre-
sentative for Vector Products, and lately 
was in customer service for Providian 
in Concord. She also helped for many 
years on her husband’s fi reworks crew, 
and she is an avid quilter.

Like most of us who quilt, Irene 
didn’t plan on becoming a quilter. She 
began quilting because she tagged along 
on a shopping trip with her friend Linda 
Perry and fell in love with the quilts and 
fabric that she saw. 

She started with small projects like 
the ever-popular Quillow. A Quillow is 
a blanket or throw that can be folded up 
inside its own pocket to make a pillow. 
She did several things like wall hang-
ings and place mats. She began getting 
together once a week with friends to 
share knowledge and to quilt. 

It wasn’t long before she was hooked. 
Soon she was working on bigger projects, 
and not long after that she could be found 
helping her husband Glenn Haley turn an 
unused space into a quilting room.

Once Irene knew she would be laid 
off from her job at the bank, it didn’t 
take her long to decide what it was she 
really wanted to do.

What started out to be a thought, 
turned into an idea, and then a plan 
started to form. First she asked her long 
time friend and quilting buddy Linda 

Perry, “Why don’t you open a quilt shop 
and hire me to manage it for you?” As 
owner of Park & Go, Linda has plenty 
of business acumen and experience. 

Linda replied, “Why don’t you open 
one of your own?” 

Irene took it seriously, and before 
long started making plans. That was 
spring of 2006. Irene’s job at the bank 
was going to end in the late summer of 
2006.

One day, Linda went into the Riv-
erfront Place building in Tilton to get 
her hair done and spied the space that 
was being renovated. She called Irene. 
Irene said she had looked at many lo-
cations and wanted to stay close to the 
area and give something back. She felt 
it needed it, especially after places like 
Ben Franklin’s closed.

“When Linda called me to come see 
this space, I could see the possibility 
here and it somehow just felt right,” said 
Irene about the place she now calls The 
Quilting Corner.

With plenty of help from family and 
friends, for which she is very grateful 
and ardently claims she could not have 
done without, The Quilting Corner 
opened its doors for business on Octo-
ber 3. The Quilting Corner has a large 
variety of fabric, plus many sewing no-
tions, patterns, and books – something 

for just about all your quilting needs.
Irene has offered classes right from 

the beginning with long time quilter 
and friend, Joyce Morton. Irene said, 
“There is a limited number of spaces 
in each class, and they fi ll up quickly. 
Some of them have become so popular 
and had so many people on the waiting 
list that we have had to repeat them.”

Irene is excited about a number of 
new plans for the coming year. “Three 
other instructors – Ellen Peters, Teri 
Adele, and Connie Cooney – will be 
teaching a variety of classes as well 
as those offered by Joyce. We will be 
offering a Banner of the Month Club, 
a Runners Club, a Mystery Quilt, and 
an exciting new Fabric Club.” For all of 
us who can’t resist adding just another 
shade of that special color to our stash, 
the Fabric Club is a really great deal.

They are even going to be offering 
a quilting class for kids during Febru-
ary school vacation. This class is called 
Kids Quilting and will be held Tuesday 
through Friday from 10 AM to 1 PM. 
Space is limited and knowledge of sew-
ing and the use of their own sewing ma-
chine is required.

Irene produces a newsletter in which 
she lists all the coming classes and 
events. If you would like to receive one 
of her newsletters, stop in at The Quilt-
ing Corner and sign up. You will fi nd 
her there ordering more fabric, help-
ing a customer, answering a question, 
or working out a new pattern or project 
– doing the things she loves!

From those of us who envy the ones 
who get to do what they really love, we say, 
“Way to go, Irene. Your story inspires us.”

You’ll fi nd The Quilting Corner at 
Riverfront Place, 322 West Main Street, 
Suite 110, in Tilton. The shop is open 
Tuesday through Thursday, 10 AM to 
7 PM; Friday, 10 AM to 5 PM; and 
Saturday, 9 AM to 4 PM. You can call 
Irene at 286-3437.

Irene Haley Opens The Quilting Corner

Irene Haley in her new Tilton quilting shop, The Quilting Corner.
 Photo: Lauretta Phillips
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By Amanda Gross
Beacon staff

This month’s History Mystery photo 
is again from Donna Baker-Hartwell. It 
is a picture of grades one through eight 
– 31 schoolchildren and two female 
teachers – in front of the old school-
house in East Andover. This building 
is today’s East Andover Village Pre-
school. 

The children are of varying ages, 
and there are about twice as many girls 
as boys.

The picture was taken in the spring 
of 1915, on what appears to be a lovely 
day.  Many of the children appear to be 
squinting into the bright sun, and one 
of the schoolhouse’s windows is open, 
allowing a fl ow of air in what was un-
doubtedly a stifl ing building during the 
warm seasons.

All the names appear neatly typed 
on a paper attached to the back of the 
photo:

Seated (l-r): Allen Gardner, Herbert 

A History Mystery
Taylor.

Front Row: Teacher Margaret Ward, 
Frank Morrison, Harry and Isabelle 
Burley, Bessie Taylor, Alta Rayno, Al-
berta Jones, Sadie Thompson, Ruth 
Rayno, Edith Cormier, Melba Merrill.

Middle Row: George Letendre, 
Amelia Lefebre, Ethel Rayno, Ethel 
Supernor, Claribel Fish, Gladys Rayno, 
Grace Flanders, Helen Connor, Vivian 
Fish, Blanche Rayno, Charles Putney, 
Teacher May Hersey.

Back Row: Everett Gardner, Helen 
Davis, John Severance, Rachel Con-
nor, Dan Supernor, Olive Davis, Ruth 
Huntoon, Frank Burley.

Where did these people go after at-
tending or teaching school here? Where 
did they live out the rest of their lives? 
How many descendents do they have, 
and are any still living in Andover?

Send your thoughts or reminiscenc-
es to the Beacon, and let’s see if we 
can piece together this month’s History 
Mystery.

By Debbie Stanley
Executive Director, ASLPT

The Ausbon Sargent Land Preserva-
tion Trust (ASLPT), a key member of 
the Hersey Family Farm Alliance, re-
minds everyone who pledged to send 
their checks by April 30, 2007. With the 
$20,000 of outstanding pledges in hand, 
the fundraising effort will be complete.

It is important to note that the suc-
cessful completion of the Hersey Fam-
ily Farm’s fundraising efforts was made 
possible by a donation from one of 
ASLPT’s members, a summer resident 
from Newbury, who could see the value 
of protecting land located in our region 
but not in her own town.

The ASLPT welcomes new mem-
bers to support our mission to preserve 
and protect the rural character of the 
Mount Kearsarge and Lake Sunapee 
region through: 

• Conservation agreements that 
protect the farms, forests, streams 

and wetlands – the special undevel-
oped “open” spaces

• Stewardship of our conserved 
land, now and forever

• Partnerships with private individ-
uals, local governments, and like-
minded organizations sharing ex-
pertise and efforts protecting land

• Education of the people of our 
communities about the importance 
to them of protecting our environ-
ment and its ecosystems through 
land conservation.

Your membership donation does 
make a difference. Membership dollars 
comprise 75% of our operating bud-
get and have made it possible for the 
ASLPT to conserve 4,205 acres. We 
presently have 15 more projects that are 
awaiting completion. 

Please join by calling the ASLPT at 
526-6555 or by sending your member-
ship donation to ASLPT, PO Box 2040, 
New London 03257.

family member contacted her and asked 
for more information about the project 
to preserve the Hersey farm, which the 
trust had led along with the Andover 
Historical Society and Andover Con-
servation Commission.

“The family has enjoyed vacationing 
in New Hampshire, and it’s very impor-
tant to them,” Stanley said. “They hap-
pen to be a member of the land trust. 
They go to our events, and they’re very 
aware of what’s going on.”

Fundraising efforts to preserve the 
farm have been under way since last 
summer. The 267-acre cattle farm has 
been in the Hersey family for 60 years, 
and it is considered a “gateway prop-
erty” because it’s one of the fi rst prop-
erties motorists see on their way from 
Franklin to Andover on Route 11.

The Ausbon Sargent trust received 
a $173,000 grant from the federal Farm 
and Ranchland Protection Program to 
purchase a conservation easement on the 
farm. Jerry Hersey will also donate for-
ested land for a conservation easement, 
which is not applicable under the federal 
grant, because it is not farmland.

Together, the Historical Society, Con-
servation Commission, and Ausbon Sar-
gent Land Preservation Trust raised more 
than $50,000, but a December 30 dead-
line was looming for the project, and by 
Thanksgiving, they still needed $45,000.

When one of Mars’s daughters called 
Stanley, the woman offered – on behalf of 
the foundation – to take care of the rest.

“She said, ‘Well, you can close on 
the project. I’m going to make the gift,’” 
Stanley recalled.

The donation will help preserve the 
land that Jerry Hersey plans to farm for 
the rest of his life. Chopping fi rewood 
with his brother, Jim, last week, Jerry 
Hersey said he is relieved that his land 
will never be developed. Hersey has been 
on the Conservation Commission for 
more than 30 years and served as chair-

Hersey  from page 1

man for about 25, he said. He’s had to 
resign from that position while the Com-
mission makes plans for his property.

As he and Stanley worked together 
to preserve other properties in Andover, 
she tried to persuade him to take a look 
at his property, too.

“She would hint to me, ‘Jerry, you 
should do something about your land,’” 
he said.

Jim Hersey said the family agreed 
that the farm should belong to Jerry and 
drafted a family contract [about three 
years ago]. “We talked at the time about 
having protection,” Jim Hersey said.

“They took the ball and really rolled 
it,” he said of the Ausbon Sargent Land 
Preservation Trust.

The rolling hills and dense forest on the 
property have amazing views of Tucker 
Mountain and, in the fall, Jim Hersey said 
motorists line up along the road to take 
pictures of the foliage. On a recent morn-
ing, fog rolled over the pastures where 
Hersey’s cattle were grazing.

Across the street sat the white farm-
house where Jerry Hersey has lived his 
entire life with his father, Jim Hersey Sr.

The New Hampshire Division of 
Historic Resources has evaluated the 
property and is preparing to apply for 
listing on state and national historic reg-
istries. The property is home to prime 
wetlands, and 90% of the land is rated 
as having signifi cant agricultural soils, 
according to the Ausbon Sargent Land 
Preservation Trust.

The fi nal details of the project are still 
being worked out, and the preservation 
will not likely be completed until May.

“I just think it’s neat that somebody 
from another town can see the big pic-
ture,” Stanley said of the foundation’s 
gift, “that what happens in surrounding 
towns also impacts how they enjoy vis-
iting in New Hampshire. They appreci-
ate the rural character here.”
Copyright © 2006 Concord Monitor

ASLPT Awaits Fulfi llment Of Pledges

Gift 
Certifi cates 

Available
Give a gift of good taste.

735-5099
Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Tues - Fri  5:30 am - 3 pm

Sat - Sun  5 am - 3 pm

Riverfront • Views • Pristine 3 BR, 2 BA • $269,000
STACEY VIANDIER • Coldwell Banker Milestone Real Estate • 526-4116 • www.CBMilestone.com

19 Park Street • Andover19 Park Street • Andover
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Andover Snowmobile Club
By Allan Houle
Andover Snowmobile Club

The month of January usually means 
the start of some good riding. This is def-
initely a big month for the Snowmobile 
Club with two major events going on.

We will be hosting our Annual Italian 
Buffet at the Andover Elementary/Mid-
dle School gymnasium. This event will 
be held on Saturday, January 27. Serving 
time will be 5 to 6:30 PM. The food is 
great and you won’t go away hungry.

We also have a raffl e table, with 
many items donated by area business-
es and individuals. All the donations 
from these raffl e items will go to Easter 
Seals. Usually the raffl e table stretches 
from one end of the gymnasium to the 
other. Come help out a worthy cause.

We will also be awarding our Snow-
mobile Raffl e prizes. First prize is a 2006 
Ski Doo MXZ 550X. Second prize is a 
Vacation Rental for two nights for four 
people at Three Rivers Snow in West 
Forks, Maine. Third prize is a Modular 
Helmet with an electric shield.

We would like to thank Freedom Cycle 
and Three Rivers Snow for their generous 
donations and support for this raffl e. Tick-
ets are still available and will be available 
for purchase the night of the raffl e. The 
cost is one for $10 or three for $25.

For more ticket information, please 
contact Lance Demers at 735-4418. You 
can also get more information regard-
ing these events on our Web site at An-
doverSnowmobileClub.com

This month’s meeting will be held on 
Monday, January 8 at 7 PM in the sci-
ence room of AE/MS.

With all of the hard work done this fall 
and early winter, let’s hope Mother Nature 
provides us with some good riding condi-
tions for us to enjoy the fruits of your labors.

By Roger Godwin
For the Beacon

Okay, so we don’t have endangered 
owls in Andover. But we may still have 
little blue herons through the gener-
osity of people like Paul and Cherry 
Fenton giving the town a conservation 
easement that includes the beaver pond 
where the herons nest. 

These northern forests are full of 
creatures, furred and feathered, who 
like their privacy and would move else-
where if development got too close.

Conservations easements are a great 
way to do well while doing good. Own-
ers who honor their land and their own 
and their ancestors’ connections with it 
can save a lot of bucks – both the Bambi 
kind and the kind that fold into a wallet 
– by donating  conservation easements.

Apart from the right to develop 
that land, landowners give up no 
rights over it by doing so. They still 
own and control the land, can still use 
it for forestry and agricultural pur-

Giving A Hoot For Owls And Bucks ($$)
poses, and can still leave it to their 
children or other benefi ciaries.

What they save themselves is mon-
ey. First, that conservation easement 
has value, exactly what the develop-
ment rights are worth, and that is the 
amount that can be deducted from tax-
able income for federal tax purposes. 
Beyond that, undevelopable land has 
a lower value for local real estate tax 
purposes, which saves money from 
here to eternity.

Someone has to see to enforcement 
of the easement after the land passes on 
to other owners, and that is the job of 
the holder of the easement. For that pur-
pose, towns are good cops and so are 
non-profi t organizations like the Aus-
bon Sargent Land Preservation Trust 
in New London. And folks like those 
at Ausbon Sargent are familiar with the 
requirements and are pleased to advise 
on such things.

Saving a buck by saving a buck 
makes sense. Give it a thought.

By Robin Gray
Soo-Nipi Audubon Chapter

Please join the Soo-Nipi Audubon 
Chapter on Friday, January 12, at 7:30 
PM for an introduction (and visit) to a 
virtual herbarium, a Web site with pho-
tos and descriptions of woody plants and 
wildfl owers that grow in New London. 

Laura Alexander, Assistant Profes-
sor at Colby-Sawyer College, will ex-
plain how the Community and Envi-
ronmental Studies Program focuses on 
our community resources, how current 
technology is used, and will conclude 
by giving everyone the opportunity to 
actually visit their virtual herbarium. 

The meeting will be in Room 113 

SO O -NIP I  AUDUB O N EV EN T S
of the Curtis L. Ivey Science Center on 
the Colby-Sawyer College campus. For 
more information contact Ruth White 
at 763-4893. 
Field Trip

On Sunday, January 14, birder Robin 
Gray will lead the Soo-Nipi Audubon 
Chapter annual fi eld trip to the Parker 
River National Wildlife Refuge on Plum 
Island in Newburyport, Massachusetts 
to observe over-wintering shore and 
water birds. 

Participants should meet at Warner 
Park and Ride at exit 9 of I-89 at 8 AM. 
Please bring lunch, beverage, binocu-
lars, and a scope if you have one. For 
details call Robin at 927-4127.

Windy Field Windy Field 
Pet, Plant, and House SittingPet, Plant, and House Sitting

We love all creatures, 
great and small.

Contact Amanda or Stephanie.

Cell: 496-5726 • Home: 735-5311 • E-mail: themerwoman@yahoo.com

The Friendly Barber Shop
The Ultimate Finish
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COME IN & TRY OUR NEW 
DELI SANDWICHES!

Homemade Soups & Chowders • Salads
Breakfast Sandwiches • Fresh-Baked Muffins & Desserts

Happy New Year!
193 Main Street, Andover 735-5406193 Main Street, Andover 735-5406
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By Tina Cotton
Andover Conservation Commission

A couple of recent local environ-
mental issues to be brought to the at-
tention of Andover residents include the 
question of taxation on properties with 
views, and the balance between the res-
idential and commercial growth of our 
small town and its rural integrity.  Your 
voice on these issues does matter.

At statewide town meetings during 
the past couple of months, property views 
have been discussed as one of the factors 
built into property tax assessments. 

Pros to view taxation are that towns 
can collect more money from proper-
ties with a view, many of which are 
owned as second homes by out-of-
staters, or fl atlanders, upholding the 
tradition of passing New Hampshire 
taxes on to nonresidents. (Other such 
taxes include Rooms and Meals tax, 
liquor tax, gas tax, etc.) 

Cons are that residents who have 
views, most notably those living on 
hillsides or lakefronts, are taxed more 
than comparable neighboring proper-
ties without views. Real estate agents 
feature views and lakefront properties, 
which raise the selling price, as well as 
their commissions. As one longtime 
resident objected, “I am the view! Do 
I have to let my fi elds revert to forest to 
lower my taxes?”

Residential and commercial growth 
in Andover has also raised a pressing is-
sue about environmental preservation.  

The Master Plan Committee is 
charged with devising a guidance plan 
for town boards that can balance growth 
while maintaining our rural charac-
ter—the diffi cult task of giving you the 
personal Yankee freedom to do what 
you want with your land, while retain-
ing the character of the town.

Our rural landscape is a working 
backdrop that supports forestry, hay 
fi elds, and outdoor recreation, such as 
hiking, biking, snowmobiling, hunting, 
fi shing, swimming, boating, and bird 
and wildlife watching. (On the Newman 
walk in November, participants saw 
tracks and scat of moose, deer, bear, 
turkey, and bobcat, among others.) 

We have informal historic cultural 
landscapes, such as the Old College 
Road-Taunton Hill area, the church-
grange-school area of East Andover, 
and the Hersey-Shaw-Fenton farm ar-
eas. We have village centers—fi ve as 
utilized by Andover’s Star, the forerun-
ner of the Beacon.

Preserving our landscape means pro-
tecting both the quality and quantity of our 
rural landscape. The Conservation Com-
mission will have a section in the Master 
Plan. Priorities for possible protection are 
an important element of this section.

We are fortunate to have the Ausbon 
Sargent Land Protection Trust in our 
area. Members of the trust, most notably 
Debbie Stanley and Beth McGuinn, have 
worked tirelessly with voluntary land-
owners, town boards, private, state and 

CONSERVATION CORNER
federal groups, and grant foundations to 
preserve several large tracts of our work-
ing landscape here in Andover.

Most notably, these tracts include 
the Hersey properties, the gateway 
to Andover from the east; the Graves 
property, highly visible across High-
land Lake; and the Broshek property 
in Andover, along with an easement 
with the Society for Protection of New 
Hampshire Forests in Salisbury on 
Shaw Hill Road. 

This year, incentives for conserva-
tion easements through federal tax 
credits have increased to 50 percent of 
gross income with a carryover of fi ve 
years, up from 30 percent and three 
years. Farmers can deduct 100 percent 
of their income and carry it over for 15 
years during 2006 and 2007!

Should the Master Plan also include 
some form of cluster housing? Ragged 
Mountain Fish and Game Club estab-
lished cluster housing in 1901. A cen-
tral area south of Cole Pond has been 
set aside for a maximum number of 
houses, the rest being in a conservation 
easement or in current use. Is that form 
of cluster housing an eyesore on our ru-
ral working landscape?

Would you like to see a large housing 
development of small houses, trailers, or 
McMansions on the hillside where Routes 
4 and 11 meet east of Andover center?

This hillside forms the gateway to 
Andover village. Think about this and 
other gateways along our tourist routes 
that form impressions of our town. Then 
think about the rapidly growing south-
eastern part of New Hampshire, the 
tremendous commercial and residential 
growth in the Lakes Region and Concord 
area, and the McMansion estates now 
dotting the New London landscapes.

The building project just east of 
Andover center on Routes 11 and 4, 
which will combine the growth of busi-
ness and rental housing, looks as if it 
will blend favorably with the existing 
landscape. Do we want to encourage 
more of this type of growth?

Balancing growth and rural charac-
ter is possible. Become an active par-
ticipant with your town board meetings 
and at future hearings. It’s your town.

By Ray Mitchell
Beacon staff

Ever since the election in November, 
Iraq has been much in the minds and 
conversations of Americans. In general, 
people are experiencing frustration. 
Some want our troops out ASAP. Oth-
ers want them to stay as long as it takes 
to establish a democratic state.  

Whatever your view, how much do 
you really know about Iraq?

I would urge you to take a trip to the 
library to look at an atlas and encyclo-
pedia to get a better picture of the coun-
try that occupies so much of our nation’s 
resources and conversation. I did, and 
here are some things that I found:

Iraq has an area of 169,235 square 
miles, more than 17 times the size of 
New Hampshire, more than twice the 
size of all New England. We have a 
population density of 133 persons per 
square mile. Iraq has 161 persons. 

Fifty-nine of our people are urban, 
41% rural. Sixty-eight percent of Iraqis 
live in cities. More than a fi fth of them 
live in Baghdad, a city of over 5 million 
people. When we hear news of bomb-
ings in city streets, that is where most 
Iraqis live. Our troops are constantly 
patrolling their neighborhoods.

When you look at a map, you will 
see that the fertile, southern part of the 
country is the most densely populated. 
The central part is dry, almost barren. 

In the north there are mountains that 
rise over 11,000 feet, more than twice 
the height of Mt. Washington. That sec-
tion is occupied by Kurds, who feel less 
connection to Iraq than they do to neigh-
boring sections of Turkey and Iran. 

Iraq is 95% Muslim. Unfortunately 
there are as many divisions in Islam as 
there are in Christianity. You hear of 
the Shiite and Sunni Muslims in Iraq. 
While the two groups live together in 
other parts of the world, the violence in 
Iraq is sparked by these differences.

At the root of the problem is the 
origin of the nation. After World War 
I the Ottoman Empire was divided up 
by agreements made in Europe. Often 
the boundaries did not recognize tribal 
divisions.

A strong central government kept 
the country together over the years, of-
ten with the use of force. We are asking 
the divergent elements to come together 
for democratic rule. This a signifi cant 
challenge for a nation with a history of 
government decisions being made by 
force.

Look at the size of the country and 
the many differences that exist in people 
and geography. Then you will see what 
our military and diplomats are facing. 
All of us would like a quick solution. 
After a trip to the library and a little 
study of the situation, I am inclined to 
be more patient.

Andover Libraries

Share Good Times and Holiday 
Festivities with Your Family and 

Friends Here in Andover!
We are happy to offer you, our neighbors, 
our hospitality with a courtesy discount* 

of 25% off the daily rate while 
your guests are in town.

The Highland Lake Inn, 
a neighborhood landmark since 1767.

COME IN AND VISIT US!
735-6426 • HighlandLakeInn.com
*Offer valid November 1 to January 15, based on availability. 

526-8111
Hazardous Tree Removal

Tree Care
Pruning, Cabling, Fertilization

Lot Clearing • Stump Removal
View Cuts

Aerial Truck 
Climbing Service
Stump Grinding

 Serving the area for 21 years
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By Tracy Merriman
Beacon staff

Every January brings with it impend-
ing resolutions. The average person tends 
to commit to weight loss and healthier eat-
ing as their promise for the New Year. 

Exercise is important, and anyone can 
fi nd a plethora of ways in which to move 
their bodies without the time and expense 
of fancy consumer-hyped products. 

But the hardest task, it seems, is 
changing how we eat. If you think that 
you have to give up all of the foods you 
love in order to lose weight, you are 
mistaken. Audrey Pellegrino, the AE/
MS kindergarten teacher, is also com-
pleting her master’s degree in Holistic 
Nutrition. Here is what she has to say.

“Whatever you do, do not go on a 
diet this year!”

“At any given time, 25% of the US 
population is on a diet. Of those, 85% 
or more will gain the weight back, plus 
some, after their diet is done. 

“This year make your resolution one 
of lifestyle changes, instead of making 
deprivation resolutions that you will not 
stick to longer than four days.

“If you have realized that you and 
your family have just had a month of 
empty calorie treats, begin putting ¼ 
cup of dry milk in your recipes to boost 
your calcium, or ½ cup of wheat germ 
on top of the macaroni and cheese, your 
salad, or in your oatmeal cookie recipe. 
Wheat germ is full of essential fatty ac-
ids, which are believed to help reduce 
blood cholesterol and aid in our body’s 
cell respiration. 

“Adding more ginger and cinnamon 
to your foods may boost your body’s 
circulation. Increasing your fi sh intake 
has been shown to boost your omega 
fatty acids, which are believed to help 
your body burn stored fat. 

“There are a lot of small steps which 
can make a difference in your overall 
health and well being. A deprivation 
diet is not one of those things. It can 

Food, Friends, & Merriment!
send your body out of balance and in-
crease your cravings.

“With winter upon us, fi nally, I share 
with you a healthy chili recipe. Remem-
ber, if you make it in the morning and 
let it simmer all day or put it into a slow 
cooker before you go to work the fl avors 
will meld together and you will have a 
richer and hotter chili.”
Healthy Chili
Contributed by Audrey Pellegrino

1 pound ground turkey or venison
1 32-oz can kidney beans, drained
2 32-oz cans crushed tomatoes
3 to 4 Tbsp tomato paste
4 to 6 cloves of garlic
1 cup each: onion, carrot, celery, 

green peppers (chopped)
1 tsp each: cumin, chili powder, cay-

enne pepper
1 small drained jar of bell peppers or 

jalapeno peppers (optional)
¼ cup dry red wine
Brown the meat, drain it, and set it 

aside. Saute garlic and vegetables in ol-
ive oil until tender.

Place meat, vegetables, beans, and 
other ingredients in soup pot or slow 
cooker. The longer it’s cooked, the bet-
ter it is. 

Serve with low fat shredded ched-
dar cheese or low fat yogurt. Also great 
with a tossed salad and a whole grain 
bread or corn/wheat muffi n.

By Diane Rice
Andover Lions Club

The Lions Club of Andover is one 
of the many Lions Clubs worldwide 
that participated in the 19th Lions Club 
International Peace Poster contest for 
2006. The contest for sixth graders is 
an annual event to reach out to the com-
munity in an attempt to emphasize the 
importance of world peace to young 
people everywhere.

This year’s winning poster was se-
lected by a panel of judges from both the 
Andover Lions Club, which sponsored 
the event, and the teachers and staff of the 
Andover Elementary/Middle School. 

The judges had a diffi cult time in 
choosing among the many excellent 
posters and were impressed by the ex-
pression and creativity of all the stu-
dents. Thanks go to all the participants 
and special thanks goes to the sixth 

Andover Lions Club News
grade teachers for encouraging their in-
spiration and their efforts.

This year the winner of the local 
competition in the Lions Club Inter-
national Peace Poster is Mariah Lans-
down-Howard. Her poster was selected 
for its originality, artistic merit, and por-
trayal of the contest theme, Celebrate 
Peace. A fi fty dollar Savings Bond was 
presented to her by Ron Evans, Presi-
dent of the Andover Lions Club, at the 
AE/MS Holiday Concert on December 
7. Mariah’s poster will now advance 
to stiff competition at the next district 
level. One grand prize winner and 23 
merit winners will be selected from 
more than 350,000 entries worldwide.

Ron also announced the second and 
third place winners, Amelia Gilchrist 
and Lydia Walker. Special certifi cates 
of appreciation were presented to each 
participant.

JAYNE
KELLY
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Concert
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Proctor Box Office at:

735-6870
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Alexe@proctornet.com

Directions & Parking:
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Music Department
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Andover Congregational Church
By Judy Evans
Andover Congregational Church

Happy New Year, everyone!  I trust 
you all had a blessed Christmas and had 
a chance to spend time with family and 
friends. 

We had some special times celebrat-
ing Christ’s birthday at Andover Con-
gregational Church.  Following caroling 
on December 17 we enjoyed a gathering 
at the home of Pastor John and Amy 
Wagner.  The Sunday before Christmas 
Day the children and teens presented 
a pageant tableau during the morning 
worship service which was wonderful. 

Earlier in the month some of us went 
to the Peabody Nursing Home in Frank-
lin to sing carols.  Sherri Dow has ar-
ranged this outreach program. You are 
welcome to join us in our monthly visits.  
It’s amazing to see many of the residents 
singing with smiles on their faces and 
yet they have lost the ability to commu-
nicate.  Music is so good for the soul! 

We continue to have our food sales on 
the third Sunday of every month start-
ing between 10:30 and 11:00. Please call 
me at 735-5331 if you would like to place 
special orders for home-baked goodies! 

The Alpha course will be start-
ing up again in the beginning of the 
new year. Alpha is a course in basic 
Christianity for seekers as well as be-
lievers. It is a 10-week course where 
you can ask any question and explore 
the faith and claims of Christianity in 

Kearsarge Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
By Sally Bergquist
Kearsarge Unitarian Univ. Fellowship

The Fellowship began its 2006/2007 
church year on Sunday, September 10, 
with an intergenerational in-gathering wa-
ter ceremony led by the Reverend Emily 
Burr. Members and friends were invited 
to bring some water from a special place 
or activity that they enjoyed over the sum-
mer and share those memories with all. 

There was a potluck picnic at Elkins 
Beach on the 17th after church, and on the 
24th, nine of us participated in the CROP 
walk around Pleasant Lake in spite of a 
very heavy, but brief, downpour.

In October, we got together socially for 
a potluck dinner at one of our member’s 
homes. These dinners give us a chance to 
sit down and really talk with each other.

In November, the children were once 
again able to meet on Sunday mornings 
in the newly renovated downstairs of 
the Proctor Stone Chapel. 

We held our second annual Goods & 
Services Auction at the Historical Soci-
ety Meeting House in New London. It 
was a great success and a lot of fun.

On December 17, there was a holi-
day party at a member’s home after the 
church service. 

The North Country Chordsmen quartet, “The Gang of Four Plus One” per-
formed at the traditional holiday service at the Kearsarge Unitarian Univer-
salist Fellowship on December 17.  (L-r) Patrick McNamara, Mark Krenitsky, 
Bob Bergquist, Bruce Johnson, and Jeff Russell.  Photo: Sally Bergquist

We asked the VNA to recommend 
a needy family, and we collected gifts 
for them for the holidays. We also col-
lected Guest at Your Table boxes to help 
those in need through the Unitarian 
Universalist Service Committee, which 
partners with many worthwhile organi-
zations in the United States and interna-
tionally to help the truly needy.

In January, the Reverend Emily Burr 
will lead a four-class series entitled The 
Great Story at Tracy Library in New 
London on January 12 and 19 and Feb-
ruary 1 and 9 at 1 PM. We will learn 
about a new world view of reality that 
incorporates the latest scientifi c discov-
eries with the wonder and majesty of 
something greater than ourselves. A dis-
cussion will follow a video of Michael 
Dowd, creatheist. All are welcome.

On January 28, the KUUF Book 
Group will discuss Sam Harris’ The 
End of Faith, a discussion of the role of 
religion in today’s troubled world.

As well as the sermons of the Rev-
erend Emily Burr, we continue to enjoy 
George Peterson, who usually preaches 
on the second Sunday of the month, and 
the Reverend Dick Dutton, who is with 
us on the fourth Sunday.

New Hampshire Circle Of Home And Family
By Judy Perreault
New Hampshire Circle of Home and 
Family

Eleven people met at the home of 
Jane Martin in November to make box-
wood trees for Christmas. There were 
ten members and Yvonne Wheeler, our 
county president. 

Armed with a Styrofoam base, scis-
sors, a large container of boxwood, and 
some instructions from Jane, we got 
busy. The idea was to start with smaller 
branches at the top and work down to 
larger branches at the bottom so that the 
fi nished product resembled a tree. 

There was much good-natured dis-
cussion and advice on our respective 
“trees” and how to put them together. 
Once we had our trees fi nished, we 
decorated them with red berries, bows, 
bells, and fl owers. As you would expect, 
there were all sizes and shapes and a va-
riety of decorations. 

With careful watering, they are ex-

pected to last through the holiday sea-
son. We were all pleased with our cre-
ative effort. 

Our next meeting is January 15 at 12:30 
PM. The subject is Memory. If you would 
like to join us, call Judy at 735-5493.

a non-judgmental setting.  Watch for 
dates and other details on Channel 8. 

Pastor John has begun giving a se-
ries of messages based on Jesus’ Ser-
mon on the Mount during morning 
worship, which have been both inspir-
ing and educational.  Sermon notes are 
included weekly in the church bulletins 
which make for an interesting way to 
keep track of what we have learned. 

A note of interest that our weekly 
bulletin says about us: 

“The Andover Congregational Church, 
located in the village of East Andover, is 
the oldest and original community Chris-
tian church in the Town of Andover.  Our 
roots go back to 1785 with the calling of the 
fi rst minister by the town leaders, and this 
present meetinghouse has been used for 
the worship of God for over 200 years….

“Andover Congregational continues 
to be a place in the Town of Andover for 
all ages to fi nd God and be in fellow-
ship and worship through our Lord Je-
sus Christ.  As a community church we 
seek to incorporate the best of several 
Christian traditions of worship refl ect-
ing the diverse Christian nature of our 
membership and teach the essentials of 
the historic Christian faith, while allow-
ing for differences among believers.” 

Sunday morning worship and Sun-
day School begin at 9:30 with childcare 
provided.  For information on outreach 
programs for people of all ages call Pas-
tor John at 735-5160. 

107 Newport Road • New London, NH 03257 
www.lakesunapeevna.org

Lake Sunapee Region VNA named
2006 HomeCare Elite Agency!

Recognizing home care providers that rank 
in the top 25% nationwide in:  
• Quality of Care
• Quality Improvement 
• Financial Performance

The 2006 HomeCare Elite was compiled using publicly available 
data from Home Health Compare and the CMS Cost Reports and 
is an accomplishment that honors our extraordinary VNA Team.

603.526.4077

VNA

Your Health, Your Home, Our Care

Did you know?

Lake Sunapee Region VNA
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By Cathy Smith
Community Bridges

Community Bridges, a not-for-prof-
it organization based in Bow, works to 
advance the integration, growth, and 
interdependence of people with devel-
opmental disabilities or acquired brain 
injuries within their own communities, 
including Andover. Developmental 
disabilities may include mental retar-
dation, Down’s Syndrome, autism, and 
similar types of conditions affecting 
cognitive ability.

The organization works with indi-
viduals, their families, and community 
members to look for opportunities and 
creative ways to assist folks in build-
ing friendships, becoming involved in 
their communities, and in building net-
works of natural supporters.  Through-
out the region served by Community 
Bridges (which includes primarily the 
Merrimack County area) there are 
more than 1,000 individuals who are 
supported by the organization, includ-
ing 14 who live in Andover.

Whether a person is a newly-diag-
nosed child, a young adult, or a senior 
citizen, Community Bridges provides 
support to individuals and their fami-
lies by partnering with other social ser-
vice organizations, as well as through 
its own programs including Early Sup-
ports and Services, Family Support, In-
Home Support, Respite, and the Parent-
to-Parent program.

Community Bridges’ staff mem-
bers work to assist individuals and 
families to identify what is important 
to them, and how they can assist them 
to access information and resources, 
collaborate with schools and com-
munity entities, coordinate benefi ts, 
assist with short and long-term plan-
ning, and connect with opportunities 
for volunteer work, employment, and 
social activities.

Although there are thousands of in-
dividuals and families throughout the 
state who are now supported by agen-
cies such as Community Bridges, this 
was not always the case. For nearly a 
century, most individuals with develop-
mental disabilities in New Hampshire, 
both children and adults, were institu-
tionalized and segregated from society 
in facilities such as the infamous Laco-
nia State School, which fi nally closed in 
1991 as a result of a class-action lawsuit 
by a group of parents.

Before the school closed, the state 
of New Hampshire was tasked to cre-
ate a plan for an “area agency” system 
in order to ensure that both funding 
and the coordination of services would 
continue to be provided for those who 
would leave the school and go into the 
community to live.

New Hampshire is now divided into 
10 regions, with each region having its 
own “area agency” that is directed by the 
New Hampshire Bureau of Developmen-

Community Bridges Serves Disabled Residents In Andover
tal Services within the state Department 
of Health and Human Services, with 
funding from state and federal dollars.

Community Bridges is the area 
agency for Region IV, which covers 
Merrimack County (except for Hook-
sett) and includes Hillsborough, Deer-
ing, and Weare.

The structure of each area agency 
includes a Family Support Council, 
an advisory group of parents who 
play an integral role by providing in-
put to the agency as well as creating 
opportunities in support of families. 
At least one member of the Council 
also sits on the Board of Directors of 
each area agency.

Last spring, the Family Support 
Council created and funded a new 
“Community Connector” position to 
assist the Council in fi nding ways for 
families and individuals connected to 
Community Bridges to be more in-
formed, connected to, and ultimately 
included in the many employment, 
social, and recreational activities and 
opportunities in their local communi-
ties. The ultimate goal is to have the 
lives of families and individuals be 
enriched by a circle of natural sup-
ports and increased inclusion in the 
community.

The Community Connector also 
works to fi nd ways to increase aware-
ness in each community about those 
who experience developmental disabili-

ties and to encourage residents to ask 
themselves in what ways they person-
ally could become a “natural support” 
for families and individuals who live 
and work among them.

Questions are asked, such as: Do 
you know of a business in town that has 
employment opportunities that could be 
available for developmentally disabled 
teens or adults? Do you know of any lo-
cal organizations that need volunteers? 
Does the facility where you work have 
meeting space available for workshops 
and trainings? Do you know of any so-
cial or recreational activities that would 
enable families and individuals to meet 
other families to build friendships and 
have fun together?

Ultimately, the more people in 
the community who have increased 
awareness of individuals who experi-
ence developmental disabilities, the 
more natural supports and opportuni-
ties for inclusion there will be. Some 
may be your children’s classmates, 
your co-workers, or your friends and 
neighbors.

If you know of an opportunity in the 
Andover area for a person to become 
more involved in the community through 
recreation/social events, volunteer work, 
or paid employment, please contact 
Cathy Smith, Community Connector at 
226-3212 ext. 215 or CSmith@Communi
tyBridgesNH.org. For more information, 
visit CommunityBridgesNH.org.

FeelDiff erence 
the 
at Woodcrest Village

Assisted Living in a 
Gracious Village Setting
356 Main Street, New London, NH 03257
(603) 526-2300
www.woodcrestvillage.com

It’s too indescribable for words – the feeling that you 
get when you come to Woodcrest Village. It’s the 

feeling you get when you – come home.  Woodcrest Village 
off ers all of the pleasures of home – without the worries.

Come visit Woodcrest Village 
and feel the diff erence for yourself.

WV-124-DA Feel the difference AB1 1 4/11/06 11:32:16 AM

Process Black

Your Neighborhood Experts
For information call

735-5444

LakeFarm.com

Kearsarge Unitarian 
Universal ist Fel lowship

Reverend Emily Burr, Minister
Stone Chapel of Proctor Academy, Andover

11 AM Worship
526-8213 • kuufnh.org

Lost in a Sea of Paper?
Can’t fi nd items you need?

I can help you.
Kendel Currier • 735-5089

Get-Organized Consultant and Clutter Counselor
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By Kate McKibbin
Wilmot Community Association

The January Senior Luncheon 
will be held at noon on January 16 
at the Wilmot Community Associa-
tion (WCA) Barn on Village Road in 
Wilmot. Beth Frasher of Channel 10 
fame will present a slide show of her 
trip to India. Her presentation will 
consist of pictures and commentary 
regarding a trek in the Indian Himala-
ya in the state of Uttaranchal – North/
Northwest India – bordering Nepal 
and Tibet.

The luncheons are an ongoing project 
to encourage seniors to get together and 

According to the National Cancer 
Institute, digital mammography can 
improve detection of breast cancer in 
women who are under the age of 50, 
those who have dense breast tissue, 
and women who have not yet entered 
menopause. 

While fi lm mammography is still 
a valuable and effective tool in breast 
cancer screening, digital mammogra-
phy can assist in further diagnosis, can 
eliminate the need for re-takes in some 
women, and provides greater fl exibil-
ity for the reading and sharing of im-
ages between radiologists and other 
doctors.

In the past, digital mammography 
has been available only in major cancer 
centers. But LRGHealthcare, a not-for-
profi t healthcare charitable trust repre-
senting Franklin Regional Hospital and 
other community-based health services, 
has set a goal to upgrade breast imaging 
services to include digital mammogra-
phy at Lakes Region General Hospital 
and Franklin Regional Hospital in the 
coming year. 

The LRGHealthcare 2007 annual 
fund campaign is to raise money to 
make digital mammography available 
to women right here in their local com-
munity. Please consider making a tax-
deductible gift to the LRGHealthcare 

Digital Mammography 
Coming To Franklin Hospital

Campaign for Digital Mammography. 
Your gifts of $35, $50, $100, or 

more will not only make a difference 
in the continued availability of quali-
ty medical services in our community 
– your gift may help to save a life.

For more information or to make 
a credit card donation, please contact 
the LRGHealthcare Offi ce of Philan-
thropy at 527-2865. Or send your tax-
deductible donation, payable to LR-
GHealthcare, to the LRGHealthcare 
Offi ce of Philanthropy, 80 Highland 
Street, Laconia 03246.

enjoy good food and conversation. The 
price is a suggested $2 donation. Reser-
vations are required, so please contact 
Kate McKibbin at 526-4540 or email 
mckibbin@adelphia.net.
New Year’s Day Brunch

We are having a fabulous New Year’s 
Day brunch at the WCA Barn from 10 
AM to 1:30 PM. The cost is $15 for 
adults and $8 for children age 12 and 
under. Reservations are required; please 
contact Marnie at 927-4102. For menu 
information, please go to the Events 
page of our website at WilmotCommuni-
tyAssoc.com.

All community members are encour-
aged to attend the WCA’s annual meet-
ing on Wednesday, January 10 at 7 PM.

Come relax and relieve stress with a 
six-week session of gentle fl ow Hatha 
yoga with Kristen Nesbitt on Tuesdays 
from 6 to 7 PM beginning January 2. 
Restorative yoga postures and breath-
ing practices are done using bolsters and 
blankets so that students can experience 
a profound sense of revitalization and 
practice without strain. Appropriate for 
all levels. $60 for the session. Pre-regis-
tration is required; call Kristen Nesbitt 
at 768-5926.

Like to knit? The Wilmot Knitters 
meet the fi rst and third Wednesday of 
every month from 7 to 9 PM. No matter 
your expertise, you’re welcome. If you 
have any questions, contact Meg at 927-
4164 or meg@avap1.org.

Wilmot Community Association 

Tilton Family Practice
243 East Main St, Tilton • 286-8907

Dr M. Jonathan Mishcon
Dr. Angela Crane

The Tilton Family Practice is proud to 
support The Andover Beacon.

NEW for the New Year!
Buck-A-Block:Buck-A-Block: Create a twin- to queen-sized quilt. Monthly squares cost $1! 

Thimbleberries Club:Thimbleberries Club: Table runner? Wall hangings? Queen-sized quilt? $30 
per year plus patterns lets you decide how far to go with this easy and AMAZING 

Thimbleberries design. Choose Thurs. or Sat. for monthly Club gathering.
Dear Jane Club:Dear Jane Club: Re-create a piece of American history with Jane Stickle’s 

classic quilt. Club meets monthly on Wed. evening - free pizza!
New Winter Classes:New Winter Classes: Toothbrush Rug, Silk Ribbon Embroidery, and 

Julia’s unique, original designs (table runners to full quilts) are just a few.
Register early! Call now to reserve your space!

Tuesday - Saturday 10 to 5 • Sunday 12 to 5
Pancake Road and Route 11,  AndoverPancake Road and Route 11,  Andover

Info@ConstantQuilter.com • www.ConstantQuilter.com • 735-4100

Shop Shop 
HoursHours

526-4020
New London

763-6161
Newbury

Choose the sales path right for you!

For Sale
by Owner

Working with
John Kinney

NEW YEAR’S EVENEW YEAR’S EVE
Prix-Fixe 4-course dinner

$32 Adults, $15 Kids
New Year’s Day Breakfast

7:30 - 9:30 AM $9.50 PP
Swingin’ Sinatra Sunday

Live Music by MC2

Prix-Fixe 3-course dinner $29 PP 
or Appetizers Only Selection from $9.

Cooking Class with Chef Bob
Sunday, January 21, 3 PM

Learn to make Wiener Schnitzel, 
Spaetzle, and Red Cabbage. 

Wine pairing class with Alex, fol-
lowed by a meal with wine. 

$40 per person.

Serving award-winning 
German Cuisine and 

New England Favorites

Dinner Hours 
Wednesday to Saturday
4:30 PM to 8:30 PM
Reservations suggested
67 NH Route 104, Danbury, 
only 7 miles from Routes 4 & 11
603 768-3318 • InnAtDanbury.com
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By Judy Perreault
Andover High School ’53

Sadly, we say goodbye to another 
member of our Andover High School 
alumni. Gordon Ordway, class of 1958, 
passed away on December 2. His obitu-
ary appears on page 23.

I went to school with Gordon and his 
wife Lily, who was a Wolfenden at the 
time. They lived in Danbury and rode 
to school on the train. Other than school 
time we didn’t socialize. 

In those days most families had one 
car and Dad and Mom used it. There was 
no running kids all over for playtime or 
visiting. If you couldn’t walk or ride your 
bike to a friend’s home, you didn’t go. 

Also, a lot of the children lived on 
farms and had chores to do after school. 
Families that owned a business expect-
ed kids to help after school. 

I’ve become reacquainted with Gor-
don and Lily these last few years as 
we have worked on the AHS Alumni 
reunions. The fi rst year, when we held 
it on Highland Lake, Gordon, Lily, and 
the boys brought all the tents and tables 
to the site and set them up. 

The next year, Gordon and Lily invited 
us to use their recreation area . It is a beau-
tiful spot, and they made us feel very wel-
come. Last year they invited us back again. 

It wasn’t until I attended the grave-
side services and heard friends and 
family talk about Gordon’s life that I felt 
I really knew him. I didn’t know that his 
nickname was “Ginger” or that he was 
a fantastic carpenter. Many homes in 
the area refl ect his expertise. 

Gordon was a 70-year member of the 
Danbury community. He was a nature 
lover, liked hunting, fi shing, snowmobil-
ing, and watching the Red Sox. What he 
loved the most was entertaining his family 
at “the Pond” and barbequing for them.

He was so pleased to be asked to be 
in last year’s Fourth of July parade as 
the 1954 King of the Winter Carnival 
with Toot Fleury, who was Queen. He 
even had his original crown! 

One of the fi rst things Lily said when I 
saw her was, “We are still having the reunion 
at the Pond.” Gordon wanted it that way.

So hopefully we will all be there, 
Gordon, and you’ll be in our hearts. 
And I have a feeling you’re fi xing a spot 
for our next big reunion, too.

Andover High Alumni:

Gordon Ordway

Toot Evans Fleury and Gordon Ordway 
in this year’s Fourth of July parade, 
riding in Madeline and Jim Minard’s 
1950 Cadillac.  Gordon and Toot were 
Andover High’s 1954 Winter Carnival 
King and Queen.  Photo: Lily Ordway

Everett and Jennifer Evans of Den-
ville, New Jersey are the proud parents 
of a new son, Henry Peter Rudolph 
Evans. He was born on December 1, 
weighing 9 lbs. 13 oz. and 22 in. long. 

Paternal grandparents are Ron and 
Judy Evans of Andover. Maternal 
grandparents are Carmelita and the late 
Peter Niklaus of Elk Grove, Illinois.

Katherine Yuill Flaherty was born 
at 8:12 AM on December 18. She was 
welcomed by her brother, Angus, and 
her sister, Erin. Proud parents are Pat-
rick and Kristin Flaherty. Katherine 
weighs 8 pounds and 3 ounces.

The Andover Beacon in Sweden? 
Yes, that’s right! The December issue 
has landed in the cities and towns of 
Stockholm, Falun, Hedemora, Malung, 
and Hudiksvall. 

In the December Beacon, Judy Evans 
wrote about the Andover Congregational 
Church and the wedding of Johneric and 
Linda Wickstrom. Johneric is a Swede. 

Linda and Johneric are planning a 
trip to Sweden, Iceland, Norway, and 
Finland this summer as their offi cial 
honeymoon, and they will be sure to 
take along plenty of Beacons to give to 
folks in Johneric’s home country.

Asked about the marriage, Johneric 
answered, “Linda is a gift from God to 
me.” Linda when asked , smiled and said, 
“ I feel the same way.” They both lost 
their spouses to cancer three years ago 
and know they are home with the Lord. 

Wickstroms To 
Scandinavia

BORN 
Henry Peter 

Rudolph Evans

BORN 
Katherine 

Yuill Flaherty

By Kate Davidson
Concord Monitor staff
Condensed with permission

An Andover native is celebrating 
overseas with more than 100 other anti-
war protesters who prevailed in a high-
profi le human rights case in the United 
Kingdom [on December 13] centering on 
the rights of free speech and assembly.

“I keep pinching myself thinking 
this can’t be real,” 34-year-old Jesse 
Schust said via telephone from Lon-
don. “That me, just an ordinary person, 
helped bring about a really important 
human rights victory and am affi rming 
that one of the rights that is guaranteed 
in Britain is the right to assemble and 
express their views.”

Schust, who grew up in Andover and 
attended Andover Elementary School 
and Proctor Academy, moved to Lon-
don in 2000 to pursue a master’s degree 
at Imperial College. When the Iraq war 
broke out in 2003, Schust and hundreds 
of other protesters planned to demon-
strate at an air base in Fairford, England, 
where US bombers were stationed.

Just minutes away from the demon-
stration, three buses carrying about 130 
protesters were stopped by the police, 
who searched passengers for more than 
an hour before ordering them back on the 
buses and sending them back to London 
without allowing anyone to disembark.

[On December 13] Britain’s highest 
court of appeal upheld lower court rul-

ings that the police were wrong to de-
tain the protesters. What the plaintiffs 
didn’t expect, however, was the court’s 
ruling that the police had violated their 
right to freedom of expression and law-
ful assembly.

“We felt we were going to lose,” Schust 
said. “We thought the main benefi t from 
it is we’d be able to raise the issue in the 
press, and at least tell our story, and may-
be win people’s hearts and minds.”

[The lawsuit] marked a newfound po-
litical activism for Schust, who received 
a history degree from the University of 
New Hampshire in 1995. He worked in 
New Hampshire as a carpenter, painter, 
and dishwasher before moving to New 
York City to work in computer support.

Jesse Schust has also spent the past 
few years helping coordinate the World 
Naked Bike Ride, during which na-
ked cyclists take to the streets of cities 
across the world in protests against oil 
dependency and “car culture.”

His activism has kept him away from 
home for too long, he said, and his an-
nual Christmas trip was cancelled as he 
awaited a ruling on this case.

But with the three-year legal battle 
fi nally over, he will soon be making 
plans to return home to Andover.

“I really miss the US,” he said. “I 
miss being in New Hampshire, and a 
lot of the people, I miss. And I also miss 
the landscape.
Copyright © 2006 Concord Monitor

Jesse Schust In Landmark Suit
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By Lauretta Phillips
Beacon staff

Frank Haley raised $2,500 for the 
annual Blind Awareness Walk in 2006, 
making him the largest fundraiser for the 
event. Frank wishes to thank all his sup-

Kate Haley, Ann Haley, Mariah Haley, Frank Haley, Shannon Haley, and Guy 
Woodland, Senior VP of the New Hampshire Association For The Blind.

Frank Haley Top Fundraiser
porters in the Andover area and beyond.

Frank, his wife Ann, and grand-
daughters Kate, Moriah, and Shannon 
walked the two miles together.

The Fourth Annual Blind Awareness 
Walk will be on Saturday, June 2, 2007. 

By Heather Makechnie
For the Beacon

We purchased a temporary 10’ x 20’ 
garage from Sam’s Club. We have a 
new house, but no garage, and there are 
several pieces of yard equipment that 
should be sheltered from winter. On 
Thanksgiving Day our sons erected the 
behemoth, and we staked it down elab-
orately on the exposed hillside. We’d 
even purchased more rope and stakes to 
“make sure”.

I was on the phone Friday when I saw 
the garage blow past the kitchen win-
dow, all eight legs thrashing indecently. 
It looked like a giant white beetle trying 
to right itself. Stunned, with the phone 
dropped to my chest, I moved to the win-
dow to follow its progress. The wind had 
taken it halfway down our driveway. I 
excused myself to the caller and quickly 
dialed my husband’s work phone. “Hon-
ey, this is an emergency, you’ve got to 
come home. Bring helpers.”

Just then the white marvel again 
blew past the window, this time rolling 
the other way, right over the top of our 
silver minivan. As it gained the top of 
the hill it suddenly veered around the 
back corner of our house and lodged 
itself between the LPG tank and the 
kitchen window. Watching its great 
menacing maw opening and closing, I 
was convinced it was capable of smash-
ing house windows or cracking the cold 
vinyl siding.

Girding myself up with coat, hat, 
scarf and mittens, I naively determined 
to slay the wild creature before it could 
do any more damage. I just didn’t know 
how powerful that creature was.

My plan was a good one; remove 
as much canvas as possible so that the 
wind would have less to catch. Taking 
off the little bungee-cord loops proved 
to be diffi cult in the cold. The ther-
mometer hovered at the freezing mark, 
and the wind chill was below zero. But I 
was making good progress. One side of 
the canvas came away nicely. I walked 
to the other side and began the same 
process there.

Suddenly, a great, sustained gust 
of wind blew up the driveway, and 
slammed into the white hulk. “No!” 
was all I had time to cry before the 
mass of sail fi lled and the beast rose 
screaming into the air. One of its legs 
swung toward my head. I ducked to 
avoid being hit, but slipped on the ice. 
My body torqued toward the white 
interior of the structure and I was 
scooped up like plankton into the belly 
of a whale.

“No!” I shouted impotently, as we 
rose higher and higher off the ground. 
We fl ew over the 500-gallon LPG 
tank, approximately twelve feet from 
our starting point when, with deliber-
ate, malign purpose the moaning beast 
rolled, and then spit me out. I fell about 
ten feet to the ground, into a ditch.

I landed astraddle the ditch, my 
sternum crashing into one side, my 
shin on the other edge, and the rest 
of me continuing on to the bottom. 
My next breath took awhile coming. 
My fi rst thought was, “Leg’s broken.” 
My second thought was, “It’s going to 
come back to get me.” I raised my head 
to see where it was. A sight I’ll never 
forget…. it had come to rest about for-
ty feet away, sitting like a hat over our 
tool shed. Its legs were swinging back 
and forth. There was very little of the 
tool shed showing. “It” appeared to be 
panting.

“I’ve got to get into the house, it 
won’t be able to get me there.” I tried 
to stand but immediately fell. My leg 
wasn’t working. So I crawled out of the 
ditch and over the broken ground as 
fast as a 56 year-old grandmother can 
crawl. I looked back once to be reas-
sured that I wasn’t being followed. It 
was still perched on the tool shed; it’s 
canvas walls fl apping in the wind like 
an albino pterodactyl.

Getting into the house proved to 
be a bit tricky, as the wind was blow-
ing against the storm door, and I was 
still on my knees. But I must say, home 
never seemed so sweet to me as when I 
fi nally lay on the kitchen fl oor.

That’s my story, and I’m sticking to it.
The rest of the story is probably bor-

ing to you. I was able to call my neigh-
bor, Dr. Coolidge, for help. He happened 
to be home, and immediately came to 
tend me. Then the Rescue Squad ar-
rived. There was a ride to the hospital 
in an ambulance. X-rays. The ride home 
with crutches and painkiller. And the 
sore reminders.

After I was carted away, my hus-
band and Dr. Coolidge rejoined the 
battle, and together were able to dis-
member the beast. They tell me it had 
somehow gotten off the tool shed, but 
was caught in the woodpile. Now its 
sorry bones are arranged in a neat pile 
beside the shed, it’s fl esh folded and 
stacked inside.

At the beginning of my story I told 
you that this is a cautionary tale.

You are probably thinking to your-
self that you would never have done 
what I did. But the fact is, you probably 
would have. So here’s the caution… 
Don’t. Don’t underestimate the force of 
the wind on a large surface.

These portable, or temporary canopy 
structures are potential killers. At the 
very least they can do great damage to 
your property, or even your neighbor’s. 
If you have one of these “temporary” 
garages, use at least double the amount 
of rope and stakes the instructions call 
for. Consider throwing a few guy wires 
over the structure. You might even tie 
it to the trees. And for heaven’s sake, 
don’t try to tackle it alone if it gets un-
tethered. These things seem to have a 
life of their own.

The Day Grandma Flew Through The Day Grandma Flew Through 
The Air In A Wild BeastThe Air In A Wild Beast

1.800.524.9243

• Commercial
• Residential
• Fire Alarm
• Security
• Card Access
• Testing
• Inspection
• Maintenance
• Intercoms
• Central Vacuum 

Systems
• Camera / Video
• Temperature 

Control
• Freeze Alarm
• 24 hr. UL Listed 

Central Station

• Let us protect your investment with 
24 HOUR MONITORING.

• Prevent FROZEN pipes & FLOODED 
basements.

• Save on heating costs. Arrive to a warm 
home in the winter and a cool home in 
the summer with REMOTE ACCESS 
TEMPERATURE CONTROL.

• Complete alarm coverage from 
Pelham to Pittsburg.

• Call today for a free consultation and 
evaluation.

Real Life Security for Real Life Needs

37 Washington Street, Penacook NH  •  100 Main Street, Lancaster NH

CapitolAlarms.com

Your Hometown Realtor
Whether buying or selling, call

BEN CUSHING
for all your real estate needs.

526-2471 x229
526-2443 fax

www.BenCushing.com
BCushing@ColbyInc.com

Formerly Colby Linehan Real Estate
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Murray Smith, a resident of Andover 
for 28 years who now lives in North 
Sutton, returned to Mount Sunapee on 
December 6 to begin his 41st year on 
the ski patrol.

Murray was born to the late Dorethea 
Phelps Smith and Murray Elsworth 
Smith in 1941. Early in his life he devel-
oped a love of snow and winter activi-
ties. At age four Murray used to have his 
mother time him as he skied around their 
property on Smith Road in Andover. 
Murray was also known to do ski jump-
ing at the Proctor Academy ski area dur-
ing his Andover High School days. 

After returning from a stint in the 
Army in 1965, Murray tried several jobs 
before settling into his own business as 
a contractor in the summer and a patrol-
ler at Mount Sunapee in the winter. This 
joint “career” has suited Murray well.

Murray has always been a regular at 
the employee’s party given each year at 
Mount Sunapee. He is the one who ar-
rives at 4 AM to ready the equipment for 
cooking the pig and roast beef. Murray 
has always managed to have the bar-
beque done for the chosen dining time.
Honored For 40 Years

Last April the Mount Sunapee Re-
sort hosted a celebration to honor Mur-
ray for his 40 years of service. There 
were over 200 people in attendance for 
the event. 

Many people spoke well of Murray’s 
performance during the last 40 years, 
while others took the chance to pub-
licly “roast” him. He received many 
thoughtful and heartfelt gifts, including 
a Honda ATV (soon to be used on his 
ice fi shing jaunts), lifetime hunting and 
fi shing licenses, a lifetime skiing pass, 
and many other gifts. 

One especially notable tribute was 
that a trail on Mount Sunapee was 
named after Murray. It is called Stove-
pipe. You’ll have to ask Murray about 
the name!

Having served at “The Mountain” 
for 41 years, Murray is a wealth of in-
formation about the ski business. 

Andover Beacon: What have 
been some of the most notable equip-
ment changes for patrollers over the 
years?

Murray Smith: Probably the re-
lease bindings. The early bindings 
would only release in three directions, 
whereas now they release in nine direc-
tions.

AB: I understand you did not use ra-
dios for patrolling when you fi rst start-
ed. How did you fi nd the accidents, and 
how did you communicate the victim’s 
needs?

MS: There were trail phones that 
skiers could use to phone a lift atten-
dant to notify them of an accident. The 
lift attendant would then call the ski pa-
trol building. 

Skiers can now reach a patroller di-
rectly. A Safety Service team also skies 
“The Mountain” to help foster a safe en-
vironment. They can directly reach the 

patrollers with their radios.
AB: Have the equipment changes 

for the public changed the type and fre-
quency of ski accidents over the years?

MS: Years ago, patrollers dealt with 
many broken legs. Now we see more 
breaks in the upper extremities, espe-
cially with the snowboarders.

AB: What are some of the most hu-
morous things you’ve encountered over 
the years?

MS: There have been many humor-
ous situations. A few I distinctly re-
member were:

• One day I saw a skier with boots on 
the wrong feet.

• Another time a young lady was 
warming her boots by the fi replace, 
and they caught fi re and burned!

• There are always many "domes-
tic disputes." Usually these occur 
when a person is taken to the top 
of the mountain and is unable to ski 
down.

AB: How has the training for ski pa-
trollers changed over the years?

MS: All patrollers now have to be 
certifi ed in Outdoor Emergency Care.

AB: What are the reasons you have 
lasted as a patroller for 41 years?

MS: I have always loved skiing. 
Also I meet many interesting people, 
and I enjoy the people I work with.

AB: What changes have you seen in 
“The Mountain” in 41 years?

MS: When I started patrolling on 
December 15, 1966, there was no snow-
making. Snowmaking started around 
the mid-70s. Of course, the equipment 
was not as sophisticated as it is now. 

In the recent years, since the Okemo 
owners have operated the Mount 
Sunapee Resort, there have been ma-
jor improvements in snowmaking and 
in equipment. One improvement that 
skiers notice is the lift speed. It used to 
take skiers 16 minutes to get to the top 
of the mountain, and now they can get 
there in six minutes.

AB: When you stop ski patrolling, 
what will you do in the winter season?

MS: (with no hesitation) I’ll be ice 
fi shing!

HONORED: Murray Smith

Pets welcome, too!Pets welcome, too!

Call or fax Max Call or fax Max 
at 934-3311at 934-3311
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DD..KK.. Motel Motel
390 North Main St
West Franklin

Relax. Your 
guests are enjoying 

their stay with 
us.

We purchase 
antiques!

361 Central Street, Franklin, NH 03235   Tel: 603.934.2800    
www.franklinantiques.com

Winter Hours: November 1 thru May
Open Thurs.-Mon. 10-6, Sundays 11-5 , Closed Tues. & Wed.

FRANKLIN
ANTIQUE MARKET

January SaleSTOREWIDE

10%-50%

COA Walking
Come walk with us for 

exercise and comraderie!

We walk Monday through Friday 
anytime between 8:30 AM and 
10:00 AM in the Proctor gym. 

Please bring clean sneakers to walk 
in – we want to protect the nice 
gym fl oor. And don’t walk alone 
– bring a friend or spouse

Come Walk With Us!
It’s Fun!

Questions? Call Grace at 735-5611
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By Barton Green
For the Beacon

Erik Green, son of Barton and Eliz-
abeth Green of Andover, joined the 
Marines following graduation from 
Merrimack Valley High School in 1987, 
fulfi lling a lifelong ambition. Following 
training in tanks, Erik was assigned to 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba in 1988. Later 
that year, Erik went to Washington for 
cold weather operational training which 
was followed by assignment to the am-
phibious assault ship LHA 5, the USS 
Pelileu. On the Pelileu he sailed the 
Pacifi c extensively from 1989 to 1990, 
visiting Korea three times in addition to 
Hong Kong, Singapore, Thailand, Oki-
nawa, and the Philippines.

All his training paid off when, in late 
1990, he was ordered to the Persian Gulf 
to prepare for the 1991 Gulf War. Upon 
the war’s start, Erik’s tank was among 
the fi rst to cross into Kuwait to free the 
Kuwaitis from Iraqi control. He encoun-
tered fi re from the Iraqis and his tank 
was hit. Return salvos were fi red and the 
tank sustained no permanent damage.

Erik came back to the United States 
in mid-1991, electing to return to civil-
ian life for several years until the lure of 
the service called him again.

Erik joined the Navy in 2000. After 
initial training in the Great Lakes, he 
went on to Fire Control schools in Vir-
ginia, eventually joining the destroyer 
DD989,  the USS Deyo in Norfolk. 

On the Deyo’s 2002 to 2003 Medi-
terranean cruise, Erik again saw action. 
This time his ship earned the Merito-
rious Unit and Navy Unit Citations in 
the second Gulf War, backing up US 
ground and air forces as part of the 
“Shock and Awe” campaign. Ports of 
call on this deployment included Crete, 
Gibraltar, and Haifa, Israel.

Erik married Marie Bucht of Michi-
gan in early 2004. After the decom-
missioning of the USS Deyo in that 
year, Erik continued his Navy career 
by joining the crew of the newly com-
missioned aircraft carrier CVN 76, the 
USS Ronald Reagan. On the Ronald 
Reagan, as a “plank owner,” he helped 
prepare it for sea trials and was aboard 
during its maiden voyage from Norfolk 
to San Diego via the Straits of Magellan 
at the tip of South America.

San Diego brought more sea trials for 
the Ronald Reagan and Erik as the crew 
readied for sea duty. From late 2005 to 
mid-2006, the Ronald Reagan deployed 
in the West Pacifi c with plans to just 
visit Hawaii, Singapore, Hong Kong, and 
Australia. It quickly responded to needs 
in the Gulf War, however, ushering in Er-
ik’s third deployment to the Middle East.  

After a brief visit to Dubai, the Ron-
ald Reagan returned to San Diego, and 
Erik added one more ribbon to his im-
pressive array of awards during his 11 
years of armed forces service. 

ARMED SERVICES: Erik Green

Patrick Whalen of Andover was 
one of ten students nominated by the 
faculty of Merrimack Valley High 
School to be the MVHS Student of the 
Month for November. 

Abigail Smith was named to the 
high honor roll for the fi rst quarter at 
Tilton School. Abigail is a senior.

Connie Powers and Amy Rankins 
were recently named to the dean’s list at 
Granite State College in Concord.

HONORED 

Equal Housing Lender
Deposits Insured by the FDIC

800.281.5772
www.lakesunbank.com 

Learn more about Lake Sunapee Bank checking accounts on our website. 
Get Free OnLine Banking and Bill Pay with your new account!

Bank Bank 
around the clock!around the clock!

 ■ Check account transactions and confi rm deposits at any time

 ■ Transfer funds between accounts and make loan payments

 ■ Pay bills online quickly and securely

 ■ Download statements to Quicken®

  or Microsoft Money®

With our Free OnLine Banking and Bill Pay

Manage your fi nances when it’s convenient for you!

www.masiello.com

We offer Residential, Commercial, Mortgage, Title,
Insurance and Relocation Services.

Contact
CHARLIE MCCRAVE

today to learn more.

603-286-3010 x115
cell phone 603-568-4195
cmccrave@masiello.com

We just don’t advertise houses... we 
attract the right buyer for your property.

The most comprehensive system
attracting serious buyers to your property, 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
365 days a year.

   Peter
Christian’s
    Tavern
            Est. 1975

Serving Mon - Sat, 11:30 AM ‘til closing, Sun noon ‘til closing
195 Main Street - New London 

526-4042
PeterChristiansTavern.com

Since 1975, Peter Christian’s Tavern has been 
serving customers as friends and family.

The reasons for our success are simple: Cour-
teous waitrons serve homemade food at rea-

sonable prices.

Stop by today to become part of the 
Peter Christian’s tradition.

Come Home To Peter Christian’s...
                               ...you’ll be glad you did! 

PLEASANT LAKE VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Brian J. Prescott, V.M.D.
Kristi Gaff, D.V.M.

Elkins, New Hampshire 03233
603 526-6976
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ing, snowmobiling, grilling, and splitting 
wood. Every year he would look forward 
to making maple syrup in “Grandpa’s 
Outback Sugar Shack.” An avid Red 
Sox and Celtics fan, he also liked to ride 
around and observe nature and wildlife.

He was pre-deceased by two daugh-
ters, Debbie Ordway and Linda Maines; 
a brother, Linley Ordway; and two sis-
ters, Rowena Moses and Helen Albert. 
Members of his family surviving include 
his wife of over 48 years, Lily (Wolfen-
den) Ordway of Danbury; two sons 
and their wives, all of Danbury; seven 
grandchildren, all of Danbury; a sister, 
Villa Patten of Alexandria; two broth-
ers, Perley Ordway of East Andover 
and Ralph Ordway of Essex Junction, 
Vermont; and nieces and nephews. 

A graveside service was held on De-
cember 7 in the Riverdale Cemetery 
in Danbury. In lieu of fl owers, memo-
rial contributions may be made to the 
South Danbury Congregational Chris-
tian Church, c/o Linda Wilson, Walker 
Brook Road, Danbury, 03230.

ALICE G. DOWNES, 81, of Glencliff 
Nursing Home, died December 12 in 
Woodsville.

She was born in Salisbury, the 
daughter of Ellon W. and Edna A. 
(Austin) Downes. She was predeceased 
by her parents and a brother, Frank A. 
Downes of East Andover.

She is survived by two sisters and 
a sister-in-law, Faith Downes of East 
Andover as well as nieces and nephews.

A graveside service was held at Lake 
View Cemetery in East Andover.

GRANT CHARLES, 79, died December 
26 at home. Details in the next issue.

HAROLD “HAL” V. LLOYD SR., 
83, of Manchester and formerly of 
East Andover, died December 2 in 
Manchester. He was born in Lowell, 
Massachusetts and served in the Coast 
Guard in Boston and in Alameda, Cali-
fornia. He served in California with the 
Naval Reserve and spent three years on 
active duty in Yokosuka, Japan with 
the Navy as a Chief Yeoman.

Hal was a member of the Ameri-
can Legion, Masons, Bektash Shrine, 
and the Order of the Eastern Star. He 
was an avid sports fan and enjoyed 
stamp collecting, singing, playing card 
games, and Yahtzee. 

Members of his family include his 
wife of 60 years, Priscilla Whittemore 
Lloyd, his son and three daughters, a 
sister and a brother, fi ve grandchildren, 
two great-granddaughters, and several 
nieces, nephews, and cousins. 

Burial will be in Proctor Cemetery 
in Andover. Memorial contributions 
may be sent to First Congregational 
Church, 508 Union Street, Manchester 
03104 or to The Burn Institute, Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children, 51 Blos-
som Street, Boston 02114. 

GORDON C. ORDWAY, 70, of 
Danbury, died December 2 at Dart-
mouth-Hitchcock Medical Center. He 
was a lifelong resident of Danbury and 
graduated from Andover High School. 
He and his wife Lily hosted the popular 
AHS reunions in recent years.

Gordon served in the US Army in 
the early 1960s, then worked as a fi n-
ish carpenter until retiring in 2000. He 
was a former member of the Danbury 
Volunteer Fire Department. He liked to 
square dance and enjoyed hunting, fi sh-

OBITUARIES

Proctor Childcare / PreschoolProctor Childcare / Preschool
Karen Niemyer 
Proctor Childcare/Preschool 

Time fl ies! How many times have 
we heard that phrase in our lives? 

I work with babies, and they con-
stantly remind me that time does fl y. 
From birth until one year old is an as-
tonishingly changing time in the life of 
humans. From one day to the next, there 
are milestones happening. 

After a weekend away, I came into 
the classroom on a Monday morning to 
fi nd that Emily crawls! I looked at her 
Mom and said, “She didn’t do that on 
Friday!” 

Miles, Jane, and Elias all started 
walking in what seemed like overnight. 
From one day to the next, there is some-
thing new happening with each of the 
babies in my care. 

I have named my group of babies the 
“Aspiring Toddlers.” They are past the 
infant stage and are growing into tod-
dlers. They “aspire” every day to ac-
complish new milestones like standing, 

crawling, walking, holding their own 
bottle or cup, eating independently, and 
even getting new teeth. 

It seems as though we can actually 
watch time pass by. When they achieve 
these big milestones, we marvel at the 
fact that just the week before they were 
not doing those big things. 

I often sit and observe the ambition 
and determination I see in their ef-
forts to achieve their goal. I learn from 
watching a baby do whatever is neces-
sary to get from one side of the room 
to the other, overcoming many obsta-
cles along the way, to reach the goal of 
grasping that special thing. 

As I observe them I think about my 
own goals and dreams and become in-
spired by the amount of determination, 
focus and ambition these “Aspiring 
Toddlers” possess. As we enter a new 
year I aspire to accomplish my goals, 
like the babies in my care, and hope you 
all reach your own goals and dreams in 
2007. Happy New Year!

Elias Baer, Jane Anderson, and Miles Hurlbutt. Photo: Karen Niemyer

East Andover Village Preschool
By Doreen Perreault
East Andover Village Preschool

December was fi lled with visions of 
sugar plums dancing in our heads. We 
were left wondering if winter would ar-
rive at all in Andover. We brought our 
mittens and warm hats, but found some 
days it seemed more like spring.

Despite the warm weather we wel-
comed a visit from good old St. Nick. 
He left the North Pole and his elves 
busy at work to see what the children at 
EAVP would like for the holiday season. 
Among the wishes of Barbie dolls and 
trucks he found children more interested 
in snow than gifts under the tree. 

A special thank you to Santa for vis-
iting our school and once again bring-
ing smiles to all our friends.

Preschool I, a.k.a. Bouncy Bears, 
would like to thank AE/MS and the 
Andover One Wheelers for their amaz-
ing performance on December 20. We 
all really enjoyed the visit and the danc-
ing Christmas tree.

Thank you to Ms. Melissa and our 
dear friend Armand for transporting us 
to all these wonderful events. The bus 
ride is always a huge treat.

To all our families and friends who 
helped make this season such a memo-
rable one, we thank you. We are grate-
ful for your gifts, kind words, and most 
importantly your children. They make 
us smile every day and remind us that 
the important things in life are usually 
the smallest things.

2007 promises to be another amaz-
ing year. We will watch many of our 
little ones celebrate birthdays (again!), 
we will learn new songs, make new 
friends, and create new memories.

Jazlyn Perkins with Santa. 
 Photo: Doreen Perreault

LADIES - The Andover Service 
Club Needs You!

For more information, call 
Rene Goodwin at 735-4212 or 

Joan Filon at 735-5349

Do you enjoy
• making friends?

• using your talents?
• helping your community?

Whether you’re 
single or married, 

working or retired...

Become a 
Member of 

the Andover 
Service Club

MacKENNA’S
R E S TAU R A N T

New London Shopping Center
526-9511

Monday - Tuesday: 7 AM to 2:30 PM
Wednesday - Saturday: 7 AM to 8 PM

Sunday: 8 AM to 2 PM



Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

Page 24 • The Andover Beacon • January 2007

By Hallie Southworth
Andover Outing Club

This is the second year members of 
the Andover Outing Club have gone to 
Quebec, Canada. They went there from 
December 15 to 18 to cross-country ski 
near Mont Sainte Anne. Al Herschlag, 
Andover’s cross-country ski coach, went 
up to Canada as well as the Southworths, 
Allens, Bicknells, Youngs, and Chesleys.

The group rented two condos. We 
would wake up at 7 AM every day, put 
on our ski clothes, and then walk over 
to the other condo where all the food 
and cooking happened. 

When we had fi nished breakfast, we 
all would drive to the cross-country ski 
area, Sainte Julian. We would go on the 
few trails that were open, because there 
were only 50 kilometers of trails open. 
Not the kind of snow Quebec is used to 
in December!

Andover Outing Club members checking out the snow in Quebec: Thaddeus 
Bicknell, Hallie Southworth, Elizabeth Chesley, Greg Allen, Kelsey  Allen, Al 
Herschlag, Story Southworth, and Andrew Young.  Photo: Peter Southworth

Andover Outing Club
While we skied, coach Al taught the 

kids technique on how to be a better ski-
er. The kids’ favorite ski had a long steep 
downhill. But we had to ski up a steep 
hill to get to the downhill. 

Once when we were going up a hill, 
Coach Al was skiing fast. He turned 
to Thaddeus Bicknell and said, “Thad-
deus, am I going too fast?” 

Thaddeus panted, “Oh yes, let’s slow 
down.” 

Coach Al slowed down, but he went 
so slowly that the kids behind him 
bumped into each other and fell over 
like dominos.

The group also went into Quebec City 
for the afternoon. We walked around the 
city, then stopped a little out of the city to 
eat dinner at a pizza place.

We all had a great time skiing in 
Canada. And we are now ready to have 
snow in Andover!

Proctor Academy’s Blackwater Ski 
Area is ready for another season serving 
the school, the town, and area ski clubs.
Open Skiing

The public is invited to enjoy Black-
water’s alpine slopes and cross-country 
trails during these Open Skiing times:

In January, Wednesday the 3rd and 
the 10th, from 3-5 PM; Wednesday the 
17th, 24th, and 31st from 4-5:30 PM; 
Saturday the 6th, 13th, and 20th from 
10 AM to noon.

In February, Wednesday the 7th, 14th, 
and 28th from 3-5 PM; Wednesday the 
21st from 4-5:30 PM; Saturday the 3rd, 
17th, and 24th from 10 AM to noon.

In March, 3-5:30 PM on Thursday the 
1st and 8th and on Wednesday the 7th.

A day pass for open skiing on the al-
pine slopes is $10, or you can buy a season 
pass for $100. For the cross-country trails, 
a day pass is $5, or $65 for a season pass.
Blackwater Ski Team

The Andover Recreation Commit-
tee’s Blackwater Ski Team has been 
practicing since mid-November, fi rst 

Blackwater Ski Area
on dry land and since early December 
on snow. The team will continue prac-
ticing during most of the Open Skiing 
times listed above. The team also plans 
a slalom Fun Race on February 3, from 
10 AM to noon.
Competition

Blackwater has a busy schedule of meets, 
jumps, and races this year, including.
Jan 6: Cross-Country Race, 10-1
Jan 7: Jumping and X-Country Meet, 10-2
Jan 14: Macomber Cup, Slalom, 9:30-2
Jan 17: Proctor Ski Race, Slalom, 2:30-4
Jan 21: J III Qualifi er, Slalom, 9:30-3
Jan 24: Snow Board Race, Giant Sl., 2-3
Jan 27: Kearsarge School Ski Race, Sla-

lom and Giant Slalom, 10-2
Jan 31: Proctor Ski Race, Slalom, 2:30-4
Feb 7: Concord Jumping Meet, 6-8
Feb 10: J II Qualifi er, Slalom, 9:30-2
Feb 11: Buddy Werner Ski Race Quali-

fi er, Slalom, 9:30-3
Feb 14: Proctor Cross-Country 5K Race, 2-4
Feb 16: State Champ. Jumping Meet, 5-8
Feb 18: Macomber Cup, Slalom, 9:30-3
Feb 21: Proctor Ski Race, Sl. Champs, 1-4

By Donna Gilbreth
Franklin Outing Club

The Franklin Outing Club is hoping 
to reopen the Veterans’ Memorial Ski 
Area this winter after a disappointing 
season of not enough snow last year. 
This volunteer group would welcome 
new members and other assistance from 
interested persons. 

As supervisor of the Ski School, I 
would love some help in instructing 
young children how to ski. The ski 
school will take place the four Satur-
days in January from 10 AM to 11 AM. 
Volunteers do not need to be able to ski, 
since we also need help catching young 
children as they slide down the hill and 
also hauling them back up the hill (a 
good cardiovascular workout!). 

Franklin Outing Club
I welcome responsible students as 

instructors too, if you know of any. 
Many high school students need credit 
for community service to graduate, and 
I think we can help them attain a few 
hours toward that goal. 

The ski area is looking for volunteer 
assistance in other areas too. We run a 
food grill to sell drinks and burgers, etc. 
to hungry skiiers. They always need 
some help. Ski patrol and general main-
tenance are other areas of need. 

If you are interested in helping out, 
please call me at 934-4299. 

Membership in the Franklin Outing 
Club is a mere $5, and family ski passes 
are a bargain, well under $200 for the 
season. Day rates for skiing are only 
$10 (adults) and $6 (kids).

By John Schlosser
Pine Hill Nordic Ski Club

The Pine Hill Nordic Ski Club of 
New London is offering two free “Try 
Our Trails” Days on their 20-kilome-
ter system of cross country ski and 
snowshoe trails. This event is happen-
ing on Sunday, January 4 and Satur-
day, January 13, from 1 PM to 4 PM 
on each day.

There are ski trails available for a va-

riety of skill levels and even dog-friend-
ly trails. On Saturdays, rest, snack, and 
meet Club members at Robb’s Hut. 

Parking is located a half mile east of 
the junction of Shaker Road and Moun-
tain Road near Lake Sunapee Coun-
try Club on the right side of Mountain 
Road. Look for the ski club sign on the 
right side of the road.

For more information and a trail map 
visit PineHillSkiClub.com.

Pine Hill Nordic Ski Club

Contemporary Italian CuisineContemporary Italian Cuisine
Dinner Dinner Mon - Sun 5:00Mon - Sun 5:00

Available for Private LuncheonsAvailable for Private Luncheons
Business Functions  Business Functions  .  Catering    Catering  . .  Receptions Receptions

Chef /Owner Giovanni LeopardiChef /Owner Giovanni Leopardi

603.643.8600   603.643.8600   
3 Lebanon Street, Hanover, NH 037553 Lebanon Street, Hanover, NH 03755

www.CarpaccioHanover.comwww.CarpaccioHanover.com

CARPACCIOCARPACCIO
 Ristorante Italiano

Debbie MartinDebbie Martin

Providing You 
With Truly 

Professional 
Real Estate 

Services

35 Newport Rd •  New London NH 03257  •  603•526•2471 x320

Formerly Colby Linehan Real Estate

A Family Medical Practice - Pediatrics to Geriatrics
276 Newport Road

The Gallery, Suite 107
New London

526-4144 • LifeLongCare.net

Kathleen M. Kidder, ARNPKathleen M. Kidder, ARNP
Monique Rossignol, ARNPMonique Rossignol, ARNP
Sean Lyon, ARNPSean Lyon, ARNP
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By Lisa Hanscom
Andover One Wheelers

The Andover One Wheelers Travel-
ing Team made annual appearances at 
the Concord Holiday Magic Parade on 
November 18 and the Merrimac, Mas-
sachusetts Santa Parade on December 
3. Their red Santa hats and 
jingle bell gloves made a 
festive splash on the other-
wise balmy late fall days. 
Because of the nice weather, 
jackets were unzipped and 
removed and the side lines 
were packed with lots of 
happy audience members 
who made the team feel wel-
come in both cities.

The Learn-To-Ride stu-
dents continue to impress 
Mrs. Adams and their fami-
lies with their ever-increas-
ing skills and talents. It is 
amazing how many are rid-
ers already this year.

The Learn-To-Ride stu-
dents had a visit from Santa 
himself at their holiday party on Decem-
ber 13. Santa greeted the students and 
helped Mrs. Adams pass out packages.

The following week the Travel-
ing Team entertained the elementary 
grades and area pre-schools with a per-
formance on December 21. The show 
included a unicycling Santa and Mrs. 
Claus in a sleigh pulled by eight unicy-
cling reindeer and surrounded by uni-
cycling elves and packages. Next every-
one was rockin’ around a live, dancing  
Christmas tree and very special present, 
and the Team wowed the crowd with a 
choreographed piece to the Mannheim 
Steamroller instrumental song God 
Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen.

Plans are getting underway for the 
2007 spring trip and in anticipation, the 
Traveling Team will be holding a Ride-

A-Thon on the afternoon of Saturday, 
January 6. Team members are currently 
collecting fl at fee and per lap pledges 
and will ride for nearly two hours to raise 
money for their trip. If you would like to 
sponsor a rider, and don’t know how to 
reach one, please email Andover_One_

Wheelers@yahoo.com or contact the el-
ementary school for more information.

All One Wheeler unicycle groups 
will take a brief break in weekly prac-
tices for the month of January in order 
to share the gymnasium facility with 
basketball programs, but it will resume 
the fi rst week in February to gear up for 
spring engagements and activities.

Andover Academy of Self Defense Belt Advancements on December 16 
included (back, l-r) Michael Schamel, 3rd degree Brown Belt; Brian Alex-
ander, Adam Hatch, and Keiley Carey, Green Belt; (front) Daisy Elwell and 
Charlie Reed, 3rd degree Brown Belt; and Shane Ryan, Blue Belt. 
 Photo: David Stepp

David Benjamin (foreground, left) battles an opponent for the puck on De-
cember 6 when the Kearsarge Youth Hockey Mites defeated Vermont’s 
Pleasant Valley team at Proctor Academy.  Photo: Kathy Rice

Andover One Wheelers

Leading the Andover One Wheelers in the 
Merrimac (Massachusetts) Santa Parade on 
December 3 are (front, l-r) Rhianna Newton, 
Robyn Boisvert, Michaela Trefethen, and Me-
gan Hanscom. In the second row are Maddie 
Trefethen (hidden), Haley Adams, Danielle 
Adams, and Rebekah Stearns. 
 Photo: Alan Hanscom

7 AM to 4:30 PM Weekdays, and by appointment7 AM to 4:30 PM Weekdays, and by appointment

728 King Hill Road, New London – at Exit 11 off I-89 526-6267728 King Hill Road, New London – at Exit 11 off I-89 526-6267

LAURIDSEN AUTO BODY, INC.
Collision Specialists
Auto Body Repair, from the 

smallest dent to a major collision.

Computerized 4-Wheel Alignment
Windshield & Auto Glass Installation

Country Pine Furniture &
TownLine Outdoor Furniture

Route 11 &  TownLineOutdoorFurniture.com 735-5778
Pancake Road, Andover U-Haul Rentals Open 7 Days

CCookbook Sale! 
January 25 - 31         15% - 30%  

We have a wonderful selection of cookbooks - all the 
old and new standards plus lots of ethnic and regional 

cooking, vegetarian and specialty books, baking, 
grilling, slow cooking - lots of cookbooks and they’re 

ALL ON SALE!
FINE BOOKS   
GOOD MUSIC 253 Main Street, New London  ·  526-5850

OPEN 7 DAYS · Crane Stationery · Cards · Gift Wrap · Puzzles 

January 24 - 31

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
DON’T MISS OUR BIG

AFTER CHRISTMAS SALE!
Visit our showroom & gift shop for lots of 

great bargains and special items.

Andover Academy of
Self Defense
  Come check out 
    a FREE class!  
Little Tigers (from age 4) Mon/Wed
 5:30 - 6:00 PM
Tigers (beginners) Mon/Wed
 6:00 - 7:00 PM
Dragons (advanced) Tue/Thu
 6:00 - 7:00 PM
All Kids Saturday
 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Adults Mon/Wed
 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM
 7:00 - 8:00 PM

FREE uniform with a 
three month paid signup! 

David Stepp • 735-4211 • 157 Main Street

S u p p o r t  O u r  
A d v e r t i s e r s !

We couldn’t publish the Beacon 
without them. And be sure to 
thank them for advertising!
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By Emily Laro
AE/MS Girls’ Basketball Team Captain

The seventh and eighth grade girls’ bas-
ketball season has just started. The team 
is coached by Jim Tucker and managed by 
Michaela Trefethen and Jake Frost. 

The thirteen players include Cap-
tain Emily Laro (#14), Sophie Viandier 
(#31), Kassie Lamper (#12). Zoe Stod-
dard (#00), Emily Bentley (#10), Jenn 
Connor (#35), Ashleigh Fife (#3), Jes-
sica George (#22), Katie Levesque 
(#23), India Thompson (#11), Savanna 
Donovan (#21), Breanna Davis (#30), 
and Chantal Caron (#25).

Our fi rst game was December 5 with 
Barnstead Middle School. Unfortunate-
ly we lost, but the girls put forth a lot 
of effort. Considering that we had only 
had three practices we all worked well 
together and tried hard.

Our second game of the season 
was played December 14, again with 
Barnstead. It was a very close game 
but Andover Eagles lost 38-36. All we 
needed was one basket with only 3 sec-
onds on the clock, but we couldn’t pull 
it off. Even with this loss the girls put 
out a lot of effort and really stepped it 
up in the second half of the game.

So our season has started with a cou-
ple losses. We still hold our heads high 

AE/MS Basketball

Proctor sophomore Taylre O’Byrne (r) from Andover shares some advice with 
seventh grade basketball player Breanna Davis (l). Taylre is helping coach 
basketball as her own community service program. Proctor students may ini-
tiate their own services to the community, or they can participate in school-
sponsored service opportunities. Photo: Bob Bussey

knowing we played well and having 
confi dence that we will turn it around 
in the games to come.
By Henry Bendel
AE/MS Boys’ Basketball Team Captain

The seventh and eighth grade boys’ 
basketball season began with a rocky, but 
decent, start on December 5. The team 
played hard in their fi rst game against 
Barnstead, but in the end Barnstead 
pulled ahead and beat the Eagles 42-31.

December 14 was another Barnstead-
Andover match. The Eagles fought hard 
but could not overcome the Bears’ lead. 
The game ended with a 40-29 score on the 
board. This was a win for the Barnstead 
Bears and a loss to the Andover Eagles.

Come on out and see your Eagles 
play. Go Eagles!

Captains Emily Laro and Henry Bendel.
 Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

By Brandy Collette
AE/MS LEGO Club

The SEE Science Center in Manchester 
has about 3 million LEGO bricks. It used 
them all to build the LEGO Millyard, 
which represents Manchester’s Amoskeag 
Millyard as it might have 
looked in 1915, when it was the 
largest textile manufacturer in 
the world, producing enough 
cloth each day to reach from 
Manchester to Pittsburgh.

The LEGO Millyard is 
the largest permanent LEGO 
installation at LEGO minifi g-
ure scale (approximately 55:1) 
in the world. It includes about 
8,000 LEGO minifi gures, run-
ning water in canals and in the 
Merrimack River as well as a 
working railroad system. The 
exhibit also includes many of 
the buildings in the millyard, a 
portion of Elm Street, and the 
old Pine Island Park. 

If you were to line up the 
LEGO bricks used in this 
project end to end, they would reach 
from Manchester to Boston and back!

After 10,000 hours of building time, 
between October 2004 and November 
2006, the LEGO Millyard Project is 
complete. On hand for the November 
29 dedication were Kjeld Kirk Kristian-
sen, owner of LEGO Company; Dean 

Kamen, founder of SEE and FIRST; 
Manchester Mayor Frank Guinta; and 
New Hampshire Governor John Lynch.

So, no need to hop on that plane to 
LEGOLAND, California. Just hop in 
the car instead and take a day trip to 

Manchester. You and your family will 
not be disappointed. What an amazing 
way to see how 3 million LEGO bricks, 
a bit of New Hampshire history, and 
many volunteers can bring a smile to 
your face and the inspiration to build, 
build, build! For more information, visit 
www.SEE-ScienceCenter.org.

AE/MS LEGO CLUB

Ethan Collette (r) searches for just the right piece 
as Dustin Holmburg looks on. Proctor students 
Blair Southworth (r) from Andover and Betsy Ma-
loney (l) from Connecticut help with the LEGO Club 
as part of their community service program.
 Photo: Bob Bussey

Joyce E. Egge
Realtor - NH, ME & VT

EquineHomes.com
JEgge@tds.net

Toll-Free: 800.859.2745
Fax: 603.768.3881

PO Box 170
Danbury NH 03230

DAN’S 
PHARMACY
Professional Service With A Personal Touch

436 Central Street
Franklin
934-2550

Sophia M. Lessard, R.Ph
Ronald R. Lessard, R.Ph

• Personal Medication Counseling
• Computerized Prescription Service
• Convalescent Sales & Rentals
• Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Going Away?
Worried About 

Leaving Your Best Friend?

         Mountain High Kennel
The Camp Dogs Love To Come Back To

Owner on premises • 735-6083

Call
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By Susan Avis
AE/MS Reading Specialist

Here are answers to two questions 
that parents frequently ask me.

What can I do to help my pre-
school-aged child get ready to read?

Parents are their children’s fi rst and 
best teachers. It is never too early or 
late to talk, sing, tell stories, and read 
to your infant and pre-school-aged chil-
dren. Hearing your words helps your 
child develop language, which is the 
key to learning how to read and write. 

It does not matter if you sing off key 
or only remember the fi rst two lines of 
a nursery rhyme. On the other hand, if 
you try to skip a page of their favorite 
story, they will let you know. Children 
understand language and learn how 
books work long before they are able to 
read the text. These are just a few of the 
gifts you give to your child by reading 
aloud on a daily basis.

Gradually children develop interest 
in the book’s pictures. By sitting close 
together or on your lap, you can both 
see and discuss the illustrations. 

Often by the age of fi ve, your child 
develops an interest in the print. Read 
some books aloud that have larger print 
and ample spacing between the words. 
Let your child see your fi nger move be-
neath the words as you read aloud. 

Gradually your child will develop 
important concepts such as understand-
ing that we read the print from left to 

Reading With Your Child: Q&A
right. He or she may copy you and be-
gin to point under the words long before 
they know what those black marks on 
the page really say. 

Accept these attempts just like you 
marveled when your toddler uttered 
their fi rst sounds. They are not “correct” 
by adult standards, but they are impor-
tant natural steps towards speaking and 
reading. Most important, enjoy brief 
periods of daily time together reading 
and talking about books.

My oldest child rarely chooses to 
read anymore. What can I do?

As your child matures and develops 
different interests it is natural that his 
reading habits will change. Continue to 
be a role model by sharing books as well 
as newspaper, magazine, and online ar-
ticles that your child might fi nd interest-
ing. Buy a magazine subscription that 
your child would enjoy reading. Invite 
your child to go to the library or book-
store. Help him locate books that he is 
interested in.

Reading is personal. As adults, we 
scan the newspaper and computer to read 
articles of interest. We choose to read 
books based on recommendation, favor-
ite authors, and topic or themes of inter-
est. Find out what your child would be 
most interested in reading about. Keep 
the love for reading alive in your family.

If you have a question about support-
ing your child’s reading at home, please 
send it to me at SAvis@andover.k12.nh.us.

The Creative Cottage
A fun place to shop for 

wonderfully creative products!

• Think Fun • Eeboo • Caldrea •
• Adirondack Blanket Works •
• French Bull • Terramundi • 

• Bella Cucina • Klutz •  
• Dancing Deer • Ana Candles •
• Café Monte Alto • and more!

We are happy to wrap your gift purchases!

Store Hours:  
Monday – Friday 9 -5:30   Saturday 10-3

The Creative Cottage also offers great 
art and creativity workshops for kids and adults.  

For more information and class schedules, 
call 526-8977 or visit AtHomeNH.com

27 Kearsarge Valley Rd • Wilmot • 526-8977

In collaboration with

Parent to Parent…
When should I be worried about my child’s fever?

Sarah Lester, MD
New London Pediatric
Care Center
6 Holmes Lane
Georges Mills, NH 03751
603-526-5363

A fever is usually a good sign because
it means your child’s immune system 
is fighting off an infection. Fever is not
dangerous, but certain infections could
be.Whether a fever needs attention or
not depends on your child’s age and
how high the fever is.

In general, you should call your child’s
doctor if the rectal temperature is 100.4
degrees F or higher for infants younger
than 6 months. For children older 
than 6 months, call if the fever is 103
degrees F or higher or if a fever greater
than 101 degrees F lasts longer than 
2 to 3 days.

Be sure to consider other symptoms 
as well.They may cause you to call
your doctor even if your child’s 
temperature is fairly low.

Digger Day’s
Artesian Well Co., Inc.

For A Well That Won’t Go To Hell, Call “Digger”
• Free Estimates
• Contract Pricing
• Artesian Well Drilling
• Pump Installation
• Hydrofracturing
• Residential or Commercial
• Replacement of Dug Wells
• Replace Existing Wells That Have 

Poor Water Supplies Or Contamination

Russell C. Day
Since 1959

746-3568 • 1-800-698-0079
www.diggerday.com  •  HOPKINTON, NH
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(L-r) Rebekah Stearns, clarinet, and Brooke Ellis and Maddie Trefethen, alto 
sax, follow the lead of band director Paul Hubert.  Photo: Bob Bussey

Grade 5 students sang The Twelve Days of Christmas. Back, l-r: Kyle Smart, 
Trenton Bonk, Kody Keller, Damick Kinson, Rhiannon White, Emily Lance, 
Monica Newton, and Erin Frost. Middle: Seth Newton, Tucker Peters, Sam 
Barrett, Kyle Keller, Skyler Smith, Robyn Boisvert, Amber Grant, and Brittany 
Underhill. Front: Brendan Lawler, Nathan French, Sam Bentley, Jacob Hub-
bard, Rebekah Stearns, Brooke Ellis, Haley Adams, and Maddie Trefethen. 
 Photo: Bob Bussey

AE/MS Winter Concert
By Susan Schultz, M.Ed 
and Heather Hill, RN
Andover Elementary/Middle School

Since September, Heather Hill, School 
Nurse and Health Educator, and Susan 
Schultz, School Counselor, have resumed 
Parent Education Nights at AE/MS.

These Parent Education meetings are 
held once a month, on a Monday night. 
All meetings are from 6 to 7:30 PM in 
the middle school science room. Check 
your weekly parent letter for each up-
coming date. All parents of AE/MS 
students are welcome to attend. Snacks 
are provided, and it is free!

The focus during these presentations 
and discussions deal with raising your 
teenager. Over the past few months, 
topics have included: 

• Setting limits with your teen
• How to communicate better with 

By Kathryn Kench
Plymouth State University

I began student teaching at Andover 
Elementary/Middle School in late 
August, not really knowing what to 
expect and with a million questions 
running through my head. What will 
the school be like? What will the chil-
dren be like? What will the faculty 
and staff be like? 

I found the answers to these ques-
tions and many more over the course 

of the semester. I arrived on that fi rst 
nerve-wracking day of staff meetings, 
and I was welcomed into the teaching 
community as one of their own.

I had the opportunity to work with an 
extremely talented, diverse, dedicated, 
compassionate, collaborative group of 
professionals who know the importance 
of teacher-child interactions and who 
strive to establish and maintain warm 
and trusting relationships between not 
only children but their families as well. 
It was also clear to me that this staff is 
willing to accept and surpass any chal-
lenge set forth.

I was also able to work in a second 
grade classroom where the children 
were willing and anxious to learn. 
Knowing that the children I worked 
with liked school and wanted to come 
to school everyday is an indescribable 
feeling of accomplishment. My experi-
ence in Andover extended what I was 
learning in my college classroom. Any 
future educator would be lucky to stu-
dent teach under anyone at AEMS.

AE/MS Parent Education Continues
your child

• Open support/discussion night
At the beginning of each session 

there is a presentation on topics that im-
pact parenting today, followed by open 
discussion. Over the last few years these 
topics have included, among others: 

• Sexuality and dating
• Adolescent development
• How much freedom to give your 

adolescent
• Risky behaviors (including drug 

and alcohol use)
• Stress, anxiety and depression
• Internet communication and safety
The next Parent Education night will 

be on January 22, when our topic will 
be Media and Its Impact on Teens. We 
look forward to seeing our old friends 
and hope to see some new faces when 
we meet in the new year!

Student Teacher Enjoyed AE/MS

Complete Fitness Center
Cybex Strength Equipment   Hoist Youth Strength Circuit

Life Fitness   Cardiovascular Equipment   Personal Training

Mountainside Racquet & Fitness Center

Children’s Ballet    Fit Kids    Supervised Playroom

Indoor Tennis
Adult In-House & Travel Leagues

Adult & Children’s Lesson

MountainsideRFC.com
31 King Hill Rd. New London, NH

526-9293

Group Fitness Classes
Body Sculpting    Conditioning    Pilates   Hatha Yoga

526-2464 Got News?  
Mail@AndoverBeacon.com  • 735-6099

Andover
Historical
Society

PO Box 167 • Andover NH 03216
Yesterday Inspires Tomorrow

Help Preserve Our Town’s 
Proud Heritage!

Join the Historical Society and 
receive our quarterly newsletter.
Individual Membership – $10

Family Membership – $15
Donor Membership – $50

Individual Life Membership – $150
Volunteers are always needed!

• Tend the museum in the summer 
• Help care for Society properties
• Help with the 19th Century Fair

TOWN of ANDOVER

Andover Town Clerk
and Tax Collector

will be closed 
Tuesday, January 2 

for New Year’s

PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332
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By Dan Loehr
Proctor Academy ’09

On December 11, seven Proctor 
Academy student fi nalists presented 
their speeches to family, friends, and 
members of the Proctor community in 
the Meetinghouse. The Hays Speaking 
Prize was created in 1998, when John 
Pendleton became an English teacher. 
Realizing the priceless lessons that 
students would gain through the ex-
perience of creating and presenting a 
speech, John Pendleton set up a com-
petition of sorts for sophomore Ameri-
can Literature students. John Pendleton 
named the Hays Speaking Prize after a 
friend and colleague, William C. Hays.

All American Literature students 
present a speech on a topic completely 
of their choice to their class of around 
12 students. Based on the speeches in 
that class, the students vote for whom 
they think should become a fi nalist for 
the Hays Speaking Prize. Usually one, 
but sometimes two students become fi -
nalists from each class. 

The speech topics in the fi rst round 
vary greatly. Among many other topics, 
sophomores choose to persuade, enter-
tain, or educate their peers about in-school 
issues such as scheduling and rules; about 
funny adventures they have had in their 
lives; or even about world politics. 
Seven Finalists

The seven fi nalists who spoke in this 
year’s Hays Speaking Prize were Kristen 
Turpin of Massachusetts, Nick Aiken of 
New London, Alison Brown of North 
Carolina, Robert Baxter of Connecti-
cut, Judith Rice of Maine, Dan Loehr of 
Andover, and Olivia Shure of Maine. Two 
other voted fi nalists could not attend. 

The speeches given by the fi nalists 
were about stereotyping, education, 
kindness, and moral ethics. Through-
out the eight years of the Hays Speak-
ing Prize people seem to have always 
enjoyed the fact that the topic choice is 
completely open, because this creates 
an array of unique speeches that are in-
triguing to listen to.

The daunting task of presenting a 

Proctor Awards 
Hays Speaking Prize

fi ve-minute speech to your own class 
seems diffi cult enough; however, seven 
students took on the challenge of present-
ing their speech to a large audience in an 
auditorium. The motivation was strong 
for these sophomores who showed their 
fervor and the importance of their topic 
to the captive audience, and the benefi ts, 
of course, were evident. 
Speaking Skills

Although not the reason for participa-
tion, it should be noted that prize money 
was involved for fi rst, second, and third 
place. Nick Aiken of New London said, 
“I was motivated by how it would im-
prove my public speaking skills. What 
I got out of it was public speaking ex-
perience, which will help later in life.” 
Nick presented an inspiring speech on 
the importance of voting and taking ac-
tion in your nations’ government. 

Other fi nalists said that it wasn’t 
about money or glory but more about 
the satisfaction of spreading your 
opinion to others.

After all seven fi nalists fi nished their 
speeches, the judges spent hours debating 
the qualities of the speeches. The judges 
awarded third prize to Olivia Shure, who 
spoke about stereotypes; second prize 
to Judith Rice, who spoke about anti-
Semitism; and fi rst prize to Dan Loehr, 
who spoke about creating nothing from 
something through kindness. 

Peter Southworth is now in charge 
of the Hays Speaking Prize, as John 
Pendleton retired last year. Peter is do-
ing a fantastic job of getting feedback 
from everyone involved to make sure 
that the essence and importance of the 
Hays Speaking Prize still remains and 
will remain for years to come. Peter 
has also begun discussions regarding 
the creation of another speaking prize 
at Proctor. 

The Hays Speaking Prize has al-
lowed sophomores to express their 
views and inspire their audience to 
make change in this world for eight 
years. Please feel free to join the tra-
dition next year and come listen to the 
speeches of the fi nalists.

By Gretchen Hildebrand
AE/MS Second Grade Teacher

Kindergarten through second grade 
classes enjoyed a SOAR Ice Cream So-
cial last month in celebration of positive 
behaviors. Preparations began with Mrs. 
Pellegrino single-handedly (frozen-hand-
edly, actually) scooping each vanilla ice 
cream snowball … all 80 of them.

After lunch and a recess/storytime, 
all three grades met in the gym to have 
their “snowballs” covered with choco-
late sauce, caramel syrup, and/or sprin-

AE/MS K-2 Ice Cream Social
kles … and a dance/gymnastics party. 
It was fun, fun, fun!

Mr. Wiley was the disk jockey and 
Ms. Hildebrand was the photographer. 
Dance instructors were: Mrs. Lauster, 
Mrs. Crucitti, Mrs. Pellegrino, Mrs. 
Thompson, Mrs. Lorden, and Mrs. Po-
lasko. Mr. Jensen kept the basketballs 
SOARing through the air!

It was a great event. We look for-
ward to many more happy times with 
our wonderful kindergarteners, fi rst, 
and second graders.

Chelsea Thompson, Lauren Boisvert, Kaitlin French and Shyanne Boodbread 
enjoy their delicious snowball sundaes.  Photo: Mike Wiley

ANDOVER 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

On the hill, beside the road in East Andover

All members, ministers
John J. Wagner, Pastor

735-5160
THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE at 7 PM. All are welcome!

Sunday morning worship at 9:30 AM, 
followed by fellowship and refreshments. Childcare provided.

Bake Sale at 10:30 AM on the third Sunday of every month 
to benefi t restoration of the Grange Hall. 

Call ahead at 735-5331 to place special orders!

Come as you are! All are welcome!

Advertise in Advertise in 
The Andover BeaconThe Andover Beacon

The Beacon is Andover’s most eagerly read source of good news 
from Andover, East Andover, West Andover, Potter Place, and 

Cilleyville. It is mailed every month to over 1,100 households in 
Andover and to many seasonal residents and out-of-town 

subscribers. For more information, call our ad sales team or visit 
AndoverBeacon.com

Judy Evans Judy Evans 
735-5331 

Connie Powers Connie Powers 
735-5454

Tina Barton Tina Barton 
735-6476

Ad SizeAd Size 12 months prepaid12 months prepaid 6 mo ppd6 mo ppd 3 mo ppd3 mo ppd 1 mo ppd1 mo ppd
Sixteenth page $182 $102 $54 $19

Eighth page $374 $210 $111 $39
Quarter page $662 $372 $196 $69

Half page $1,334 $750 $396 $139
Full page $2,486 $1,398 $738 $259

Pre-printed insert $1,334 $750 $396 $139

East Andover 
Village Preschool

DUE TO POPULAR DEMAND
we are accepting registrations 
for the 2007/2008 school year 

for both Preschool I (Tue/
Thurs) for 3-year-olds and 

Preschool II (Mon/Wed/Fri) for 
pre-kindergarten.

Call 735-5105 or e-mail 
eavp.doreen@yahoo.com

for more information.

Fundraising Fundraising 
Coordinator Coordinator 

WantedWanted
The Beacon needs a volun-

teer to help manage its fund-
raising activities. The biggest 
push is during January and 
February, when we ask all 

our members to renew. Can 
you help make it happen?

For more info, call 
Charlie at 735-6099.735-6099.
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By Jane Slayton
AE/MS Principal

December was a busy month at AE/MS.
On the fi rst Saturday of the month, 

PTO members spent the day decorating 
wreaths to fulfi ll orders and to deco-
rate the town. It is easy to get into the 
holiday spirit with the smell of pine, the 
red bows, holiday music, and festive 
desserts. Everyone visits, and the work 
goes by quickly. Community members 
drop in throughout the day to pick up 
their orders. Many of them have just 
come from the Andover Fire Station 
where they bought poinsettias.
Winter Concert

The Winter Concert was held dur-
ing the fi rst week of December, and as 
usual there was a standing room only 
crowd. Although parents and commu-
nity members praised the staff and stu-
dents for the holiday performance, we 
were, however, frustrated with a few 
glitches in the evening. 

The lighting that was supposed to il-
luminate the kindergarten classes end-
ed up doing just the opposite. All you 
could see was 28 little dark silhouettes 
on stage. Although the lights were im-
mediately adjusted, anyone who is fa-
miliar with the gym knows that it takes 
the lights fi fteen minutes to warm back 
up again. Therefore, the fi rst grade and 
the beginner band performed under 
very dim lighting. 

As if that wasn’t diffi cult enough, the 
sound system that worked perfectly all 
through the dress rehearsal failed us. 
That too was adjusted in time for the 
second grade classes. 

The sound system then worked 
throughout the remainder of the show 
... until the slide show. At that time you 
could probably hear the music vibrat-
ing all the way from New London. We 
apologize for blasting the audience! 

I guess what was important was that 
the children were terrifi c on stage. They 
were dressed in their holiday fi nest and 
truly seemed to enjoy themselves on 
stage. The bands, all three, hit all the 
right notes. I am very proud of our tal-
ented young musicians! The beginner 
band made a successful debut (under 
dim lighting), although I did hear, “I 
can’t see my music!” by more than one 
young musician. 

The annual slide show, coordinated 
by Gretchen Hildebrand, Chris Connor, 
and Mike Wiley, was as popular as ever. 
It was also aired on Cable Channel 8. 

Although the evening had a few mis-
haps, I have yet to talk with anyone who 
did not enjoy the performances. The 
children were amazing, and that was 
what the evening was all about.
Lions Club Peace Poster Contest

At the Winter Concert it has become 
a tradition to name the Lions’ Peace 
Poster Contest winner. Lion Ron Evans 
talked about the Peace Poster Contest 
and then awarded top prize to Mariah 
Lansdown-Howard. Mariah received 
a US Savings Bond. All sixth grade 

students in Andover and Danbury par-
ticipate. Runners-up were Amelia Gil-
christ and Lydia Walker, who received 
framed certifi cates.
Holiday Shoppe

The Holiday Shoppe was December 
15. Tables were overfl owing with gifts 
for the children to purchase. 

I have always been amazed by the 
community involvement with Holi-
day Shoppe. It reaches far beyond the 
parents of today’s students. There are 
numerous community members who 
begin bringing handmade items into 
school in September. There are beauti-
fully knit mittens and scarves and hand-
painted glassware. There are crafts and 
jewelry. People bring in bags and bags 
of new items. 

Audrey Pellegrino oversees the col-
lection and works with PTO members 
to price and arrange it all. More volun-
teers come in the day of the Holiday 
Shoppe and have a delightful time help-
ing the children make their purchases 
and wrap them up. 

All day long students are excitedly 
skipping to the Holiday Shoppe and then 
proudly returning to their classrooms 
with lots of bags. Every child can go 
home with something purchased for fam-
ily members, all by themselves. Holiday 
Shoppe is very important to students and 
is one of the favorite days of the year.
Flu Season

The odor that catches you when you 
enter the building these days is disinfec-
tant. ‘Tis the fl u season and Mrs. Hill, 
our school nurse, has teamed up with 
the custodians and teachers to keep the 
building as germ-free as possible. Desks 
are scrubbed daily with a bleach/water 
solution, as are tabletops and bathrooms. 
Telephones, light switches, door handles, 
and water fountains are constantly being 
wiped down. All are reminded over and 
over to wash hands often. Students and 
staff members who are sick are encour-
aged to stay at home.

As I write this, the third grade classes 
are preparing to present “24th Century 
Kids” to a packed house before vaca-
tion. They promise it will be a musical 
of galactic proportions, written by our 
very own Mr. Hubert.
Mechanical Pig Race

Also, before the vacation there will 
be a mechanical pig race that is sure to 
entertain. Mr. Tucker’s class and Ms. 
Gray’s class were awarded pigs for hav-
ing the highest percentage of magazine 
sales this fall. The students were able to 
alter their pigs in any way, as long as it 
still looked and sounded like a pig. The 
pig’s feet also have to touch the fl oor 
at some point during the race. This 
seemed like a great activity to start off 
the vacation.

January is a busy month but not 
with the amount of activities found in 
December. Academically, it is a seri-
ous time. It is a time for projects and 
long-term assignments. It is mid-way 
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Free Estimates
38 Years in the Business

All work done by owner and son

New Hampton Road, Franklin

934-2376934-2376

Carpet, Linoleum and TileCarpet, Linoleum and Tile

DOUG & SONS FLOORINGDOUG & SONS FLOORING

Dee is the author of Changing People Changing Dogs
Order your copy today at DeesDogs.com 

Life Skills and 
Canine Good Citizen Classes

Sundays at 11 (LS) and noon (CGC). 
Call 735-5543 or visit DeesDogs.com.

Private consultations available. 
Aggression issues are my specialty.

Andover Service Club 

Thrift Shop
Fall and winter clothing 

for the whole family

Our Hours
Tuesday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Wednesday 3 - 5 p.m.
Thursday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

We are located behind the 
Andover Town Hall

and welcome 
your donations, 

your consignments, 
and you!

TOWN of ANDOVER
2006 Andover 
Town Report
Committee reports, 

warrants, etc. are due at the 
Town Offi ce by January 12.

Having them e-mailed to 
AndoverNH@tds.net 

is greatly appreciated!
PO Box 61 • Andover NH 03216 • 603 735-5332

Recycle Your 
Printer, Copier, & 
Fax Cartridges 

At AE/MS
Parent volunteers package 
them and we sell them to 
raise money to help send 

our students to a week-long 
environmental camp.

Recycle today to help 
a future recycler 

tomorrow!

THANK THANK 
YOUYOU!!

Faculty and students 
would like to thank 

Pecco and Gail Beaufays, 
the owners of the 

Highland Lake Inn, 
for their donation toward a 
future building project for 

Andover Elementary/
Middle School. 
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Andover Middle 
School Honor Roll

2006/2007 - First Trimester

Grade 5 • High Honors
• Brooke Ellis

Grade 5 • Honors
• Haley Adams
• Katelyn Ashburn
• Sam Barrett
• Trenton Bonk
• Nathan French
• Erin Frost
• Amber Grant
• Jacob Hubbard
• Damick Kinson
• Emily Lance
• Monica Newton
• Tucker Peters
• Skyler Smith
• Rebekah Stearns
• Maddie Trefethen

Grade 6 • High Honors
• Mariah Lansdown-Howard
• Madison Powers

Grade 6 • Honors 
• Charles Barry
• Ricky Dansereau
• Amelia Gilchrist
• Alexis King
• Marissa Laro
• Kristi Perreault
• Meaghan Reid
• MaryJane Wittel

Grade 7 • High Honors
• Breanna Davis
• Caleb Frantz
• Siobhan Reid

Grade 7 • Honors
• Danielle Adams
• Chantal Caron
• Brendan Coll
• Adam Ellis
• Elise Goodwin
• Megan Hanscom
• Steele Henderson
• Rhianna Newton
• Maddy Pfeifer
• Joey Rego
• India Thompson
• Michaela Trefethen
• Kyle Wiley
• Andrew Young

Grade 8 • High Honors
• Shawna Barton
• Meredith Cline
• Will Henriques
• Becca Lance
• Haley Peters
• Sophie Viandier

Grade 8 • Honors
• Josh Bennett
• Canon Brownell
• Michael Donovan
• Katie Jo Keller
• Kassie Lamper
• Emily Laro
• Zoe Stoddard

High Honors: All As & 1s or 2s
Honors: All As or Bs & 1s or 2s

Proctor  from page 32

Marie Hanlon, James Hanlon, Emma 
Jones, Dan Loehr, Annie O’Byrne, 
Abby Plummer, Caroline Pond, Eliza-
beth Stearns, and Sam Veysey. Elkins: 
Annie Durkin and Tyler Erickson. 
George’s Mills: Winn Berns and Tay-
lor Berns. New London: Erin Clay-
ton, Rebecca Freyman-Bucchieri, Joey 
Goulart, and Kate Homan. Wilmot: 
Georgia Freed and Hannah Johnson.

Congratulations!
Norovirus Strikes

The fi rst two weeks of December 
were tough at Proctor, as dozens of 
students and teachers suffered from a 
highly contagious, unpleasant Norwalk-
type virus, or norovirus. 

The disease may have started on 
campus with little children at Proctor 
Day Care. Next, a couple of Day Care 
parents on the faculty came down with 
stomachaches and vomiting. 

Suddenly, dozens of students fell to 
the bug, overwhelming the Health Cen-
ter’s ability to offer quarantined beds. 
By the time winter vacation began on 
December 15, approximately one-third 
of the community had experienced de-
bilitating symptoms. 

Housekeeping staff worked hard to 

disinfect bathrooms and public spaces, 
disinfectant wipes and hand lotions 
were distributed to classrooms, and ev-
eryone was asked to take care to wash 
hands frequently and thoroughly. News 
of the outbreak reached WMUR-TV, 
which featured a story about the conta-
gion, and New Hampshire Public Radio 
followed with a story. Ugh!
Proctor Parents Gift to Andover

Several years ago, Proctor Academy 
Parent Association (PAPA) raised hun-
dreds of dollars to make a holiday gift to 
the school’s hard-working teachers. Last 
year, in light of the devastation to the 
Gulf Coast by Hurricane Katrina, PAPA 
sent the gift – in honor of Proctor teach-
ers – to a relief agency in New Orleans. 

The faculty responded so positively 
to this act of generosity on their behalf 
that Proctor parents have again decid-
ed to honor teachers with a gift to oth-
ers. A spokesperson for the volunteer 
service organization explains, “Proc-
tor teachers would like to benefi t the 
local community, so PAPA is pleased 
to make a contribution of $500 to 
Andover Elementary/Middle School. 
We ask the school to use the money to 
help those in need.” 

character in the fi ctional town of An-
doverville. Each student researched his 
or her character’s stance on a proposed 
hydroelectric facility that will create a 
reservoir in the town. Students did a 
great job acting as their character and 
learned the positives and negatives that 
dams and reservoirs have on people and 
the ecosystem.

The last project in this unit consist-
ed of a fun activity called the salmon 
simulation. Students left the classroom 
and entered the gymnasium to act as 
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salmon. Each student had to survive a 
gauntlet of challenges that a wild salm-
on would face throughout its life cycle. 

Students had to survive predators in 
the river, jump through a spinning jump 
rope which symbolized a dam turbine, 
survive fi shing boats in the ocean, jump 
through hula hoops (fi sh ladders) and 
high jump a water fall. Only a few stu-
dents survived all the challenges and 
made it to the spawning grounds.  

Thank you to all students for your 
efforts and enthusiasm.

through the second trimester, and rou-
tines and expectations have been estab-
lished. The December buzz is absent, 
and the building is quiet as classes toil.
Skiing, Snowboarding, Skating

The exception to the work-oriented 
building in January is Friday after-
noons. On Friday afternoons, students 
enjoy skiing and snowboarding at 
Ragged Mountain, cross-country skiing 
at Blackwater Ski Area, and ice-skating 
at Proctor Academy. This is all coordi-
nated and made affordable by the Town 
of Andover’s Recreation Committee, 
Proctor Academy, and AB Transporta-
tion. There are very few students who 
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do not choose one of the winter activi-
ties to enjoy. 

Questions regarding the Ragged 
Mountain program can be directed to 
Howard and Ellie George. Cross-coun-
try skiing inquiries can be directed to 
Don and Lorraine Cline. Call the school 
with questions about ice-skating.
Tour The School

As we move closer to the March 5 
bond vote I encourage you to stop in 
and tour the school if you are not fa-
miliar with it. If you have only attended 
evening meetings at the school, please 
consider visiting while school is in ses-
sion. I will be happy to tour with you.

CLAYTON A. MILLER 
INC.

Since 1954

PLUMBING 
HEATING

FULLY INSURED

526-4710
Master Plumber License #22C

The Law Offi ce of
JAY C. BOYNTONJAY C. BOYNTON

9 Johnson Lane, Suite 102
P.O. Box 395

Andover, New Hampshire 
03216-0395

Telephone 603-735-5554
Facsimile 603-735-5564

Email BoyntonLawOffi ce@tds.net

Wanted To Buy:

ANTIQUES
P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L  P RO M P T,  CO N F I D E N T I A L  
SE RV I CE  - ON E  I T E M  O R  SE RV ICE  - ON E  I T E M  O R  

E N T I R E  CO N T E N T SE N T I R E  CO N T E N T S

Top prices paid for pre-1900 
household items including 
tables, cupboards, pottery, 

paintings, desks, chairs, 
cloth and paper items, quilts, 

dressers, etc.

Kenneth Reid
735-5512

PO Box 137 Andrew Laliberte
Salisbury NH 03268 934-6524

Attic Insulation
Slopes
Kneewall Areas
Dense Pack Floors
Side Walls
Basement Areas

FREE ESTIMATES
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Mark Your
Calendar!

By Josh Bennett
AE/MS Eighth Grade Student

In December, Mrs. Sandra Burney 
began working at AE/MS as Assistant 
Principal and Special Education Direc-
tor. She is replacing Ms. Kristin Fla-
herty, who is welcoming her third child. 
Ms. Flaherty expects to return to AE/
MS at the end of March.

Mrs. Burney is a retired school princi-
pal who worked in school administration 
in Hopkinton for many years and at all 
levels, kindergarten through 12th grade. 

In addition, Mrs. Burney taught in 
Merrimack Valley School District for 
18 years. She taught biology and sev-

Highlight: Mrs. Sandra Burney
enth and eighth grade science. In fact, 
Mrs. Gail (Davidson) Parenteau, AE/
MS’ award-winning secretary, had 
Mrs. Burney as her biology teacher at 
Tilton-Northfi eld High School not so 
very long ago.

Mrs. Burney loves working in the 
fi eld of education and, although she 
is retired, she still wants to work in 
schools. That is why she is at AE/MS.

I asked Mrs. Burney what she would 
have chosen to do if she had not gone 
into school administration. She quick-
ly responded that she would also have 
been happy with a research career in 
biology or chemistry.

Mrs. Burney’s favorite subject in school 
was biology, and she still loves science.

Mrs. Burney has many activities that 
she also fi ts into her busy life. She espe-
cially loves to travel. She enjoys read-
ing, gardening, and yard work. She has 
two stepsons, Josh and Seth, and twin 
cats named Rosy and Max.

Although Mrs. Burney found it hard 
to name one favorite book, Gone with 
the Wind is at or near the top of her liter-
ary favorites list.

AE/MS faculty and students have 
already started to get to know Mrs. 
Burney. She brings lots of experience to 
Andover, and all look forward to work-
ing with her.

Please stop in and meet Mrs. Burney.

By Ryan Murphy 
AE/MS Science Teacher

Andover Middle School students in 
the sixth and seventh grade recently fi n-
ished their three-month study of water. 
One of the major projects in the unit was 
a water quality study on the Blackwater 
River behind the school. 

Students investigated physical, chem-
ical, and biological properties of the riv-
er. Students recorded stream fl ow, took 
depth measurements, investigated water 
clarity, and recorded temperature. 

Students also collected benthic 
macro-invertebrates (aquatic insects) 
and used them as bio-indicators to de-
termine dissolved oxygen levels in the 
water. Lastly, students tested twelve 
chemical properties of the river using 
color-changing test tablets.

After all the data was collected, student 
reported their fi nd-
ings in formal lab 
reports which can 
be read in the school 
library. Students 
found that the river 
contained a high lev-
el of Class I insects, 
which cannot toler-
ate polluted waters. 

All chemical 
tests conducted 
found the chemical 
properties of the 
river were within 
the safe range. 
Overall, the student 
body found the 
Blackwater River 
to be healthy.

Andoverville Flooded!
Students also conducted a fl ood con-

trol project which required students to 
learn about different types of levees. In 
the Blackwater Park parking lot, stu-
dents created a miniature town called 
“Andoverville” that consisted of over 
two hundred small paper houses. Wa-
ter from a nearby hose was used to fi ll 
the river that ran through the town until 
it fl ooded over its banks and destroyed 
many houses. Students then created 
construction company names and pre-
sented their plan to save the town.

Students also conducted a class role-
play on dams and listened to a presenta-
tion from Mr. Rich Riley from the US 
Army Corps of Engineers who works 
at Franklin Falls Flood Control Area. 
Each member of the class was given a 

AE/MS Students Study 
Blackwater River

Shrief Elmasry, Mr Murphy, Kristi Perreault, and Ethan 
Barton investigate benthic macro-invertebrates.
 Photo: Anne Hewitt

See Science  on page 31

MVHS News
From the MVHS newsletter for December

We have received tentative plans for 
the next phase of construction. Please 
remember, these are estimates only and 
subject to change as the project unfolds.

In January, we plan to move into the 
six new science labs. The new cafeteria 
dining area will open before the end of 
January. In February, the back wall of 
the school will be completed, as Eng-
lish and Social Studies classes move 
into temporary spaces.

In March, we expect to move the li-
brary from the second fl oor to the new 
space on the fi rst fl oor. In May, we hope 
to move the Art classes to their new 
rooms on the second fl oor. In early June, 
the kitchen renovation will begin. We 
anticipate a modifi ed lunch program for 
the last two weeks of school.

Next summer, the front entrance, 
main offi ce/guidance areas, and the 
entire front of the school will be reno-
vated. We plan to use an alternative en-
trance in June, July, and August. 

Proctor News
By Chuck Will
Proctor Academy

The following local students earned 
High Honors (called Head’s List) for 
the fall trimester. Andover: Buckman 
Brownell, Tristan Jones, Co-co Loehr, 
Lizie Loehr, Blair Southworth, and Kin-
ley Viandier. Elkins: Becca O’Connor. 
New London: Nick Aiken, Jen Galli-
gan, and Kiersten Wulff.

Earning Honor Roll status from 
Andover: Corrine Cline, Kayla 
Dansereau, Patty Dansereau, Ashley-

See Proctor  on page 31

Jan 2: Board of Selectmen, 7
Jan 2: School Board, AE/MS, 6:30
Jan 2: Building Inspector, 7-8
Jan 3: Andover Fourth of July 
Committee, Town Offi ce, 7
Jan 4: Kearsarge Masonic Lodge, 
Potter Place, 7:30
Jan 6: Andover One Wheelers 
Ride-A-Thon, AE/MS, 4-6
Jan 6: Jayne Kelly in Concert, 
Proctor, 8 PM. Tickets: 735-6870
Jan 8: AE/MS PTO, 6:30
Jan 8:  Lions Club, Mr. D’s, 6:30
Jan 8: Snowmobile Club, AE/MS, 7
Jan 9: Planning Board, 7
Jan 9: Building Inspector, 7-8
Jan 10: Andover Service Club, Pot-
ter Place, 10
Jan 10: Budget Committee Public 
Hearing: School Budget and $3.6M 
bond, Town Hall, 7
Jan 10: Conservation Comm., 7:30
Jan 11: Recycle Comm., Town Hall, 7
Jan 12: Soo-Nipi Audubon, Science 
Center, Colby-Sawyer College, 7:30
Jan 15: NHCHF, 12:30
Jan 15: Board of Selectmen, 7
Jan 16: WCA Senior Lunch, 526-
4540, 12
Jan 16: Building Inspector, 7-8
Jan 16: Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, Town Hall, 7:30
Jan 17: Budget Committee Public 
Hearings: Fire Departments - Village 
Water - Town Budget, Town Hall, 7
Jan 17: Friends of the Northern Rail 
Trail, AE/MS Science Room, 7
Jan 18: Library Trustees, Andover 
Library, 7:30
Jan 21: East Andover Grange Hall 
Restoration Baked Goods Sale, 11
Jan 22: Parent Education Meeting, 
AE/MS, 6-7:30
Jan 22: Lions Club, Mr. D’s, 6:30
Jan 22: Master Plan Update Com-
mittee, Town Offi ce, 7
Jan 23: Building Inspector, 7-8
Jan 23: Planning Board, 7
Jan 24: Filing Period for Town and 
School District Offi cers begins
Jan 24: Conservation Commission 
Planning Meeting, 7:30
Jan 27: Andover Snowmobile Club’s 
Italian Buffet, AE/MS, 5-6:30
Jan 30: School Board Public Hear-
ing on the $3.6M bond, AE/MS, 7
Jan 30: Building Inspector, 7-8
Jan 30: Andover Fish & Game, East 
Andover Clubhouse, 7:30
Feb 1: Kearsarge Masonic Lodge, 
Potter Place, 7:30
Feb 2: Filing Period for Town and 
School District Offi cers ends
Feb 5: Board of Selectmen, 7
Feb 6: School Board, AE/MS, 6:30
Feb 6: Building Inspector, 7-8
Feb 7: Andover Fourth of July 
Committee, Town Offi ce, 7
Mar 5: School District Meeting with 
vote on $3.6M bond, AE/MS, 7
Mar 13: Town Meeting, AE/MS, 7:30 
PM. Voting starts at 11:30 AM.


